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Science Students Excel at 3rd Annual Science Night
Susie Alley
Journalist

T

he 3rd Annual Science
Night and Expo was held at
Strongsville high school on Apr
19. This night was open the the
whole community to display the
Science projects of the Strongsville high school students including projects specific to the type of
Science such as the Chemistry of
Dance, Biology in Forensics, and
more. The main reason for the
night, as Yuska explained ¨We really wanted to make this event a
celebration of all the great things
Strongsville High School has to
offer.¨
Students started the projects
during first quarter and have
worked on them until now to be
presented to the public. The main
gym was full of creative projects
from Chemistry, Biology, and
Forensics while the cafeteria held

twelve interactive stations for
children to participate with.
One of the highlights of the
night was Neil Mazzone’s project
which was based on the Chemistry of Addiction. Originally,
he was going to base the project
off of drugs and obvious addictions, but he later came up with a
different idea. To show addiction
in different forms, he brought
the game Fortnight to show that
people, especially teenagers, can
have an obsession with a video
game.
¨It started off as a joke, using
Fortnite in my project but it was
cool to use¨ Mazzone explained.
Many students reacted positively
to Neil’s project and teachers
thought it was extremely creative.
While he walked around to help
with projects, he let students play
on the TV and PS4 he brought
to play the game. His Honors
Chemistry teacher Jon Felton
loved the idea.

Biology Teacher Joe Yuska
named a few honorable projects which included Aron Tocaj
(Treating Cancer with Genes)
and Dylan Hyun (Bionic Leaf).
Aron Tocaj used his project to
show how Genetic Engineering can help humans and other
organisms in the future protect
against cancer cells by showing
their bodies how to fight against
the foreign cell in their body. A
cancer cell would be taken and
implanted in bone marrow so
the body can see and learn how
to fight against the foreign cell.
Dylan Hyun based his Bionic
Leaf project on the man made
leaf that mimics photosynthesis
to help remove carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere just like
leaves do.
Not only high schoolers could
participate; middle schoolers
were reached out to via digital
campaign as well as an email, the
elementary schools where told of

Mr. Mustang Makes a Comeback
Malini Gaddamanugu
Nadira Siry
Journalists

A

t Strongsville High
School, there are several events
and activities taking place to increase school spirit. One event in
particular that is being brought
back is “Mr. Mustang” which is
being hosted by Student Council
as part of a service project.
Mr. Mustang is an event in
which several different clubs
nominate a male senior to represent a charity of their choice who
participate in a series of activities,
such as Lip Dubs and Coin Wars,
to raise money and school spirit.
To attend the event at the SHS
auditorium, students can buy
tickets for $3 beforehand, and the

actual event will take place on
May 21 during 3rd period. However, activities such as Change
Wars and the Lip Dubs videos
will take place two weeks prior
to the actual event which can be
seen on the announcements.
According to Maria Ong, the
president of Student Council, this
event is unique because “there’s
not really any event similar to it,
and it is something that all clubs
can participate in for a good
cause.”
Student Council has held
numerous service projects this
year including Homecoming, the
Youth Leadership Conference,
and a Yoga Fundraiser. They are
now partnering with guidance,

Seniors Krista Albertins and Rachel Thall working the change wars

the administration, and several
clubs in a team effort to put together Mr. Mustang.
When asked what the inspiration for hosting Mr. Mustang
was, Ong stated, “We wanted to
bring back the tradition...Mr.
Mustang is something that we are
passionate about.”
She also elaborated on the
fact that Mr. Mustang was widely
popular in its day and is a wonderful way for the seniors to end
their year.
Seniors participating include
Kevin Tan, Shyam Polaconda,
Bernie McGivern, Kyle Costanzo,
Jonah Gonczy, Connor Cormier, Ali Awada, Mitch Hoerig,
Brandon Mihalek, Samir Sajjad,
Christian Williams, Jordan West,
Jake Whitecar, Jimmy Foley,
Brandon Johnson, and Johnny
Greaves.
According to Maria, Mr. Mustang is truly a unique and engaging event because “we can see the
contestant’s true personalities and
it’s a lot of fun for everyone who
goes. I think as Student Council
President I’m cheering for our
candidate, Kevin Tan, but all the
guys are great individuals so it’ll
come down to the support they
receive in the different rounds.”

the night by their weekly newsletter that is sent out to the families.
Yuska told ¨We are really lucky to
have a lot of very talented young
minds,¨ All the teachers were
amazed with the work all the students did and all the preparation
all grades put into the night.
This year volunteers also had
the opportunity to meet with Dr.
Clare Mathus, Baldwin Wallace

professor in Neuroscience. She
taught the students how the brain
works and helped them make
a children’s interactive station
around it.
The night would not have
been successful without all the
volunteer work from the Science
Club, National Honors Society,
Industrial Tech, and the Science
department.

Neil Mazzone standing in front of his project on addiction

McNulty’s One Act Plays
Munira Odetallah
Journalist

Creative Writing, the new

English elective taught by Mr.
McNulty, is ending the year writing one act plays. He decided to
assign this project because “if you
want to explore all of the avenues
of creative writing, then you’ve
got to try your hand at writing a
play.”
Students have spent the semester writing short stories and
poems, and have recently begun
reading plays that have prepared
them to write their last project
of the class. The plays will be ten
minutes in length and performed
in front of the class, with the
major goal to explore a universal
theme.
Students have vast creative
freedom, as seen by junior Anna
Reeves, who chose to write a
satirical play set in the midst of a
zombie apocalypse, because they
are “typically dark and serious,
and I wanted to make it ridiculous.”
Senior Alex Corpuz merged
political commentary with
fantasy, and found that playwriting helped her overall creative
writing process. She stated playwriting “makes my short stories
more interesting because it helps

me write dialogue instead of all
action.”
McNulty believes the assignment will especially benefit
writers with an interest in screenplays, and has the potential to
expand the creative capabilities of
students who have never written
plays before. Students will also
gain more experience with peer
editing and sharing their creative
ideas with the class.
In addition to the writing
skills gained from the project,
students will be able to enjoy
watching their peers perform a
number of diverse plays. McNulty expressed that “watching
these performances will be a fun
and interesting way to end the
semester,” and will be an excellent way to conclude this year’s
Creative Writing class.

McNulty reading over scripts
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Pat Schaefer, Long-Time Media Specialist, Retiring
Shubh Thakker
Journalist

One of the things that

defines Strongsville High School
is seeing a friendly face everywhere you go. Whether it be the
cafeteria, the music wing, or the
science hallway, there is always a
teacher or faculty member smiling, ready to help you with anything it may be. Similarly, one
of the places where high school
students have always felt at home
is the media center.
For years, the SHS media
center team has been working
tirelessly to make sure students
have the resources they need as
well as providing a productive
study space for students. The
trademark friendly face of the
SHS media center, Mrs. Schaefer, is retiring after twenty-two
wonderful years working for the
Strongsville City School District.
As the media specialist for
SHS, Mrs. Schaefer has put many
efforts into providing resources
for students, and she has also
worked to educate high school
students on effectively using
their resources and making the
most of them during their high
school career. Mrs. Schaefer
has had a profound impact on
Strongsville High, and we will
miss her dearly.
Mrs. Schaefer has been working in the district for 22 years.
She has worked in every elementary school building, as well as
both the old Center and Albion
buildings. Mrs. Schaefer loves
her job, as well as the students

she gets to work with.
When asked what her favorite
part of her 22 years in Strongsville was, Mrs. Schaefer answered
with “I love the students here,
you are so full of life and have
such great hopes and dreams for
your futures. I am really going
to miss hearing your stories,
and helping you with projects,
research and just whatever you

needed to talk about.”
Mrs. Schaefer’s love for the
student body is exemplified
through her 22 years of hard
work in the school district.
After she retires, Mrs. Schaefer
has many hopes and dreams to
fulfill. She ultimately hopes to

have extra time on her hands
to relax, rest and travel. Mrs.
Schaefer states, “Actually the day
after my last day, I am getting on
a plane to Texas to go to meet my
newest grandson who is due any
day.”
During her retirement, Mrs.
Schaefer also hopes to write.
Whether that be a book or memoirs about her life experiences,
she does not know yet.
Mrs. Schaefer also has several
words of advice to leave behind,
both for the student body and the
teachers in the district. She emphasizes kindness to the students,
saying “Kindness goes a long way.
Working hard now will make you
more successful in your future. I
wish you all the very best!”
To the teachers, she states
that she is proud of the way
that they have assisted students,
and to continue caring for their
students. She says, “Keep doing
what you are doing. The way you
care for your students and work
so hard to help them reach both
academic and personal growth
is amazing! I see you working
as teams to find the best way to
teach and the best way to assist
students and that is obviously
making a difference.”
From all of us at The Lantern,
congratulations on 22 absolutely
amazing years at the district! We
wish you nothing but joy and
happiness in your retirement.
Thank you for all you have done
for the Strongsville community.

National History Day Proves Successful Yet Again
Gabby Rudolph
Journalist

National History Day is

a nationwide competition in
which middle schoolers and
high schoolers can compete. At
Strongsville High School, the advisor is government teacher Erica
Powell.For the year 2017-2018,
students had to connect to the
theme of “Conflict and Compromise.”
After the research, students
have chance of competing in
the regional competition with
the hope of making it to a state
competition. The first and second
place winners in the state competition are invited to attend the
national competition at Washington D.C. In this year’s national
competition, everyone was
invited to regional competition
and multiple groups advanced to
the state competition!
Each student is allowed to participate individually or in groups
of two to four and is expected
to research any historical topic
that connects to the year’s annual
theme.
Krista Albertins, Outstanding
Senior Scholar in Social Studies
and Club President, said “I enjoy
how this group gives me an opportunity to explore my historical
interests in an in-depth way. I am

interested in topics and events
that are not necessarily focused
in my history classes, so this allow me to further research these
topics and become an expert in
this area.”
When asked whether she
would recommend it to history
lovers she said “I would highly
recommend it to anyone interested in history and wanting to
explore further interests.”
She also mentioned that this
organization is not one that it
simply easy to be in due to the
committed hours of work. “If you
are ready to put in dedication and
commitment for history, then
this is the right club for you.”
The organization’s common
goal is to explore history and passions in creative way beyond the
classroom.

Krista’s presentation

Krista Albertins and her awards

A2

Riya Bhatt Spreads Optimism with
Award-Winning Speech
Joanne Munshower
Journalist

T

he Optimistic International
Organization hosted their annual
oratorical contest, and Strongsville sophomore Riya Bhatt triumphantly advanced to and won
the state level of competition.
This speech contest began in
February at the local level. First,
all of the participants were tasked
with writing a 4-5 minute speech
that coincides with the overarching theme, “Where are my Roots
of Optimism” and presenting
it to Strongsville branch of the
organization. Bhatt dominated
this phase of the contest and advanced to the district level, where
she defeated her competition
once again. Bhatt reflects on the
early stages of her involvement in
the contest by explaining, “In the
beginning I was really nervous
every time I had to go on stage.
I was going to forget my speech
because we have to memorize it.
In my nervousness I thought I
would forget it, but I never did.”
This success allowed her to
compete at the regional contest, where she performed well
enough to earn a spot in the state
contest. Finally, Bhatt reached the
state level, delivered her speech
and won first place. Bhatt pulled
from components of her own

life to accomplish her impressive
rank.
Bhatt describes her inspiration
for her speech by stating, “What I
wrote about was my grandfather
who instilled optimism in me. I
talked about how I went to India
and how he showed me to be
grateful.”
By sharing her story and her
personal roots of optimism, Bhatt
comments on her growth during
this experience by stating, “I
learned how to be more confident in myself, trust myself, and
not be too scared about what will
happen.”
Bhatt notes that she will
carry the the skills she has gained
during her successful journey
throughout her career in the
medical field, such as “how to be
confident speaking in front of
other people.”
Riya Bhatt’s impressive success in this oratorical contest is a
testament to her dedication and
intellectual ability throughout the
numerous stages of the competition.

Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers
Jules Pivovar
Journalist

Raising Cane’s, a fran-

chise opening up on the
corner of Pearl Road and
Pierce Drive, is famous
for their unique specialty
sauce customers rave over.
Shockingly, the sauce can
only be made by managers
who actually have to sign a
confidentiality agreement.
The chain has over threehundred locations, but the
closest being in the Columbus area, however another
location is opened in North
Canton.
According to the
Strongsville City Planning
Commission, the property
in Strongsville is currently
being rezoned and will have
the official grand-opening
in early to mid-August. The
City Council of Strongsville
approved the request from

General Business to Restaurant-Recreational Services.
In the plaza, Raising Cane’s
Chicken Fingers will be the
only restaurant with Spa 7
and the laundromat right
next door.
The speciality that makes
them different from other
competitors in Strongsville including Chick-fil-A,
Kentucky Fried Chicken,
and Lee’s Famous Recipe
Chicken is the speciality
sauce and Texas toast.
The CEO of Raising
Cane’s Chicken, Todd
Graves, founded the firstfast food restaurant in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana in
which he raised his own
capital and revenue
In regards to being different than Chick-fil-A, a
construction worker on site
said that, “They are actually
open Sundays.”
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Senior Scholars Honored by Departments

Senior and Subject

Nicole Ganiere
Journalist

S

ixteen outstanding seniors
were recognized at this year’s annual academic awards ceremony.
Each subjects granted only one
senior out of every class in that
subject to receive an award.
Roberge, Traczyk, and Young
commented on their success and
attitude towards the award.
Lauren Traczyk, Business/Marketing Scholar, commented on
what it was about her work ethic
that made her stand out from her
peers stating, “I have always been
pretty involved in the DECA/business program, but this year, while
serving as DECA president, DECA
became a huge part in my life,
during winter formal/competition
time, I was eating, sleeping and
breathing DECA.”
Roberge felt this way as well, saying that his performance in both
the classroom and the gym aided
him in receiving the Health award.
Young, Orchestra departmental
award, stated that “she approaches
everything she does musically with
love and focus.” Her achievements
have also been recognized locally,
at state level, and at the national
level, showing that her hard work
and determination was what made
her stand out among her peers.
These three scholars were

Krista Albertins
Social Studies
unaware they would be receiving
this award, but it excites them
all to have been noticed for their
continuous hard work.
Young and Traczyk are both
majoring in there respective
award fields, Young pursuing
Music and Traczyk Business,
while Roberge has taken his major elsewhere into a completely
opposite subject area, aerospace
engineering, a man of many
talents.
The three seniors all felt
that the subject in which they
received the award in was not
necessarily their best subject in
school, but it was the subject that
they find themselves the most
passionate about as opposed to
any other classes.
The most respectable aspect
of these scholars is the tight
knit relationships they have
formed with their teachers in
their respective subjects. All
of the seniors stated that they
are very close with the teacher
who correlates with their award
winning areas. Roberge’s athletic
talents, keeps him close with Mr.
Parsons. Young being a transfer
student stated that orchestra
director, Hire, was her main
interest in choosing SHS. Young

NHS’ New Operation Classify
Mais Nimeh
Journalist

It is finally May, which

means spring cleaning! Operation Classify, pioneered by
National Honors Society in 2018,
is a way for NHS members to
earn service hours by helping
teachers clean and organize their
classrooms.
Students helped teachers “classify” their classrooms by assisting
in organizing drawers, papers,
files, etc. After collecting a list
of available days and times from

Organized shelves call for
happier teachers!

A3

believes her close relationship
with Hire has helped her grow
both as a person and a musician. Traczyk’s relationship with
Business teacher, Frenchik, is
very close, like a mentor. Traczyk
says that Frenchik has helped her
make several key decisions in
her future endeavors and guided
her in the right direction when it
came to choosing Business/Marketing as her major.
These three seniors surely have
a long road of success ahead of
them as they are all headed off
to a four year university that all

Casey Chy
Family Consumer Science
Andreea Ciobanu
World Language
Jimmy Foley
Mathematics
Sean Friedmann
AFJROTC
Gavin Kaiser
Project Lead The Way
Macauly Leiher
Connections
Joanne Munshower
English
Lorenzo Rivera
Band
Danny Roberge
Health
Katie Romito
Art
Hannah Schmidt
Choir

English Teacher Carol McKnight with senior Joanne Munshower

Purple Up Initiative

Suraj Srinivasan
Science
Lauren Traczyk
Business/Marketing

Eleana Sepik
Journalist

M

teachers, Hannah Tulloch and
Maria Ong created a google form
to send out via email.
Both NHS members and teachers signed up on the google form
during their lunch periods or
after school. According to Lyssa
Stonitsch, co-advisor with Alisa
Bartel, “teachers were asked what
kind of supplies they needed and
supplied them using the NHS
budget.”
Many teachers reacted positively to having these students
visit their classrooms. Kelly
Ribblett, English teacher, said “It
was so wonderful to have these
kids help out. I signed up for
four days and the students who
helped me were able to complete
organizational tasks that I haven’t
had time to do myself.”
After completing the program,
NHS gave gifts to those teachers who signed up to show their
appreciation with a positive message of encouragement for the
end of the year.
Moreover, Operation Classify is a great way for National
Honors Society members and
upcoming members to earn volunteer hours. The club filled 17
spots with prospective members
from NHS for the 2018-2019
school year.
Operation Classify will continue annually.

have very highly ranked academic standings. It is time to send off
these seniors and wish them the
best of luck as they continue to
pursue what they love even if it is
not in just strictly academic ways.
Roberge will continue his academic success at The Ohio State
University, Traczyk pursuing her
passion of Business/Marketing
at the University of Dayton, and
Young traveling all the way down
south to continue to thrive with
her musical talents pursuing a
major in Music performance at
the University of Texas at Austin.

y dad is a hero in the eyes
of many, especially to me. Not
only did he have to endure many
physical challenges, but emotionally challenges as well. Although
he is home and safe, he still deals
with such challenges in his everyday life.
There is a condition that
many soldiers are left with
post-war called commonly
called PTSD, standing for Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder. This
condition is the result of a very
negative, influential experience.
This is not necessarily just limited
to soldiers and veterans, but can
be for anyone who has had a
traumatic experience. Many of
the symptoms include continuous flashbacks, having no grip on
reality, and panic attacks. Because
many military personnel give
up their lives for our country’s
sake, they are left unable to do

regular things. Their brains were
rewired in the military to attack
without feelings and once they
are released and get settled back
at home, many those suppressed
feelings come back, leaving them
with PTSD.
Being a child of an army
soldier, my family, along with
millions of others, has had to
experience hardships that no
kid should have to go through.
Unknown to most, after returning home from the services, it
is often hard for the veterans to
carry on with their lives as they
did before going into battle. For
example, hearing loud noises or
being in big crowds often causes
people to be reminded of the
battlefield. These everyday occurrences are often unavoidable,

Credits to U.S. Department of Defense

leading to sensitive situations.
Knowing that military children are often left without one of
their parents for months at a time
and may struggle without them,
Strongsville wanted to do something to honor them. Many may
not know that April is the Month
of the Military Child. Bethany
Hussong, guidance counselor,
states, “This awareness month
was established to underscore the
important role youth play in the
Armed Forces community. This
year, the Strongsville City School
District is having a “Purple Up!
For Military Kids” day. “
Members of the school district
were invited to wear purple to
“show our support of military
youth and their families for the
daily sacrifices they make and the
challenges they overcome.“Purple
Up!” took place Monday, April
30, 2018.”
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Living Your Best Life: 2018 Graduates
Krista Albertins
Drew Dzurko
Journalist

K

rista Albertins is one of
the most involved Strongsville
students I have ever had the
pleasure of knowing, and if
you don’t know who Krista is, I
would assume you haven’t been
to school for the past four years.
As an Executive Board Officer
for the class of 2018 since her
freshman year, President of
Junior Optimist Club, President
of Model United Nations, and
playing a huge role in the SHS
choral department as a member

of Women’s Chorale and the
Mustang Express, she is definitely
hard to miss.
Krista makes an impact on
every class she is in, especially if
it involves history. She has taken
every history class that SHS has
to offer, so it is no surprise that
she was awarded with the Senior
Scholar Award for History this
year. So what sparked this love
for history? For Krista, it is her
appreciation and interest in her
Latvian culture and heritage. As
a second generation LatvianAmerican, she has completely
immersed herself in the culture
in one of the greatest ways possible, attending a Latvian High

Ashley Mullins
Journalist

achieved something that few people will ever experience in their
lifetime. Her short story, “Is this
love? (Vampire Knight x Reader)”
has received over 63,600 views on
the website Wattpad.
She worked hard over the
course of seven months to perfect
her story and complete it. In only
the past year, her short story has
received so much attention and
praise. In only the past week, her
amount of views has increased by
two thousand viewers.
When she saw the amount
of views she was getting on her
short story, Julia said, “I was kind

of surprised. I did not think it
would take off like that.” Since
posting her first story, she has
continued writing and has completed one other story.
Despite her obvious art
and talent in writing, Julia has
chosen to pursue a double major
in Biology and Pre Medicine
at Cleveland State University.
However, she is not going to give
up writing. She says she plans to
continue keeping up on her writing in her free time.
Strongsville High School’s
own, Julia Clark, author of the
popular short story, “Is this love?
(Vampire Knight x Reader)” is
definitely living her best life!

D

erek Keahi Akio Apo Jr.
is a soon-to-be graduated senior
at Strongsville High School. He
is currently employed at TLC
Products, a natural farm treatment company, where he fills
out orders after school. Following high school, Derek plans on
attending Norwich University
in Vermont. Some of his favorite hobbies are playing airsoft,
video games, hanging out with
friends and family, and lastly
his “...all time favorite”, being a
boy scout from Troop 226. Not
only is Derek a boy scout, but he

Jacqueline Foley is a graduat-

ing senior here at Strongsville
High School. For her last year,
she has taken some very interesting classes such as astronomy,
multivariable calculus, and
linear algebra, alongside preparing for her AP French test. She
enjoys singing as she is in the
SHS Women’s Chorale, alongside
playing soccer, tennis, and reading. In her freetime, she fuels her
passion of astronomy by going to
lectures and learning whatever
she can about the subject. Jacqueline has won many awards such
as Strongsville High School like
the French Department Award

Landon Bartula
earned the rank that only 2% of
all boy scouts have earned since
1912 according to the Boy Scouts
of America Eagle Board, Eagle
Scout. This award included Derek
gaining years of experience and
earning 21 merit badges along
the way. Derek’s Eagle Project included raising a flagpole
and laying a brick path for the
Strongsville United Methodist
Church. “The Eagle rank is my all
time hardest earned award, and I
put my knowledge from it to use
every day. I would not change it
for the world.”

Casey Chy

Ashley Mullins
Journalist

M

ost teenagers can only
dream of playing video games
professionally. For Senior,
Landon Bartula, this dream has
become his reality!
Landon competes in worldwide tournaments playing
a game known as PLAYERUNKNOWN’S BATTLEGROUNDS, also known as
PUBG. Through video games
online, he met his current teammates, Jurgen, Ben, and Sebastian.
The four boys were taken in
and sponsored by Raven, Giser,
Plexchat, and VRNext to name a
few. Their sponsors help pay for
their travel expenses, equip them

Joanne Munshower
Journalist

Casey Chy is indisputably

one of the most beloved seniors
at SHS. By being nominated
“Class Clown” and “Most Unforgettable” by his peers, it is clear
that Casey’s personality is sensational and his positivity is truly
contagious. He prides himself
for being a friend to everyone, as
he strives “to get involved with
the student body”. Aside from
being a friendly face to pass in
the hallway, Casey has also gotten

Top 5% Winners
On April 23, the seniors whose
grades ranked in the top 5% of
the class were honored for their
academic success during their
four years at SHS. Each student
selected an educator who has
inspired them to grow intellectually. The class of 2018’s top
ranked students include:
Krista Albertins
Honoree: Steve Diedrick
Angelina Baishnab
Honoree: Aaron Phelps
Anna Brant
Honoree: Vicki Kellar
Angela Brkic
Honoree: Kelly Rose
Andreea Ciobanu
Honoree: Tonya Barba-Minor

Michael Gallagher
Journalist

Derek Apo
Michael Gallagher
Journalist

in just talking to and interacting
with people and learning about
others.”
After getting the chance to
meet and interview the Latvian
ambassador to the United States,
she knew that she wanted to
work internationally and stay
connected to people all over the
world.
With her goal of “reflecting
kindness and positivity into the
world when people don’t necessarily have that,” there is no
doubt that Krista will find success
in anything she does down the
road. Her presence at SHS will
truly be missed!

Jackie Foley

Julia Clark
Senior, Julia Clark, has

School for six weeks over the
summer each year! Within this
fully emergent program, Krista
says she learns about “the language, the culture, the geography,
the history, the folk culture, the
singing, and one of my favorite
things to do, Latvian folk dancing.”
Krista’s plans after graduation
include attending the University
of Michigan to major in Political
Science with a minor in International Studies. Her main goal
is to “become a US ambassador
internationally or a diplomat for
an international nonprofit or
non-governmental organization.”
This stems from her “interest

(3 times), the Student Athlete
Award for her time as tennis
captain, and being honored as
one of the few to earn the title of
National Merit Finalist via her
SAT scores. Jackie also regularly talks with French teenagers
through an app called Tandem.
Jackie expanded on living her
best life by saying “I just try to be
the best version of myself that I
can be, stay motivated and driven
in school in the face of senioritis,
and involve myself in a variety of
fun activities so I can get different experiences and broaden my
horizons!”

Caroline Cyranek
Honoree: Kevin Klein
Julia Estaphan
Honoree: Kevin Klein
Janie Eyerman
Honoree: Alyssa Hoslar
Christina Fogwell
Honoree: Kevin Klein
Emily Gorges
Honoree: Andrew Bruening
Jonathan Greaves
Honoree: Rich Principe
Salvatore Hargis
Honoree: Michael Sack

with uniforms, and pay for their
penthouse suite.
Most recently, the four of
them traveled to Bucharest,
Romania in an all expense paid
trip to compete in their first LAN
Tournament. This tournament
took place over the course of ten
days.
As a result, Landon’s team
placed ninth overall and fourth
in North America out of sixteen
teams total. Upon coming home,
he said, “It was a dream come
true.”
In his future, Landon plans to
attend Kent State University and
major in Applied Mathematics.
However, he plans to continue
playing professional video games
full time. Strongsville High
School is so proud of our professional video gamer!

Jessica Hoy
Honoree: Alex Boron
Morgan Hyun
Honoree: Alex Boron
Griffin Kennedy
Honoree: Brian King
George Kinney
Honoree: Kevin Klein
Erika Lee
Honoree: Andy Hire
Ian McGreal
Honoree: Jennifer Tedeschi
Joanne Munshower
Honoree: Mary Erste
Satya Nayagam
Honoree: Rich Principe
Maria Ong
Honoree: Kevin Klein

involved with one of his passions,
basketball.
As a kid, Casey “always wanted to become an NBA player”.
He can always be found on the
court playing basketball with his
friends and even assisting the
varsity coach. Since his childhood, his dream has matured to
become a radiologist because he
wants to “help identify what is
the problem in a person’s body.”
His desire to help those around
him is a highlight of his personal-

ity and will contribute to a successful career in the medical field.
Casey wants everyone to
remember that, “People should
always know that I am a friendly
person and if you ever need help
come to me because I’ve got your
back.”
Casey Chy has brightened the
halls of the high school with his
outgoing and goofy personality,
which is appreciated by everyone
who is lucky enough to cross
paths with him.
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Shyam Polaconda
Honoree: Alisa Bartel
Hannah Schmidt
Honoree: Penny Kelly
Suraj Srinivasan
Honoree: Michael Scott
Andrea Wolford
Honoree: Gene Keen
Rosemary Zaleski
Honoree: Alana Bendetta
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SHS’s Best Athletes: 2017-2018
Compiled by Shahzeb Malik

Varsity Football Head Coach

Lou Cirino : “I’d like to highlight
Tommy Zacharyasz - He was
without a doubt the emotional
leader of our team. He always
had the right mindset and attitude for what we were asking
of the young men on the team.
He was a great example to the
younger plays for how we wanted
them to be academically and
athletically. Tommy is the type
of player that put his body on
the line everyday for his team,
school, family, and community.
He will go on to represent us at
Mercyhurst University next year
where he earned a full scholarship to play football.”
Varsity Girls Soccer Head
Coach Todd Church: “Vanessa
DiNardo. Vanessa had 22 goals
and 9 assists against one of the
toughest schedules in the Nation. She was named to the High
School All-American Team, All-

Ohio Player of the Year, Greater
Cleveland Player of the Year, and
Greater Cleveland Conference
Player of the Year. A four year
varsity impact player who poured
everything into our program.
Upon completion of her Strongsville career she referred to her
time with Strongsville soccer as
“fulfilling one of her childhood
dreams.” Without question she is
one of the best to ever put on our
jersey.”
Varsity Volleyball Head
Coach Tristan Harker : “ In
2017, one of the top players on
the Strongsville varsity volleyball
team was sophomore Sam Csire.
Sam is a 2nd year letter winner
and scholar athlete. During the
2017 season she lead the team
in 5 statistical categories: Kills
(353), Kill % (42.6%), Hitting
Efficiency (.290), Serve Receive
average (2.31) and Kills per set
(4.53). Her “Kills Per Set” broke
the school record, which was an

amazing feat as an underclassman. Sam has verbally committed to playing D1 volleyball at the
University of Maryland. She also
plays on a 16 National JO team
that competes against some of
the best teams in the country. At
the end of last season, Sam was
elected to the All-Conference
team and made 1st Team All
District. Sam is a hard worker,
both on and off the court, as well
as a great teammate and true
competitor.”
Varsity Boys Basketball Head
Coach John Lipowski: Our boys’
varsity basketball player of the
year for the 2017-18 season is
senior Shaun Csire. Shaun has
been a two-year starter for the
Mustangs and averaged thirteen
points and six rebounds per
game his senior year. Shaun has
always been a mild-mannered
and extremely coachable athlete
with an uncompromising work
ethic. Shaun’s strong frame and

excellent footwork made him
a consistent finisher at the rim
on offense, and a solid defender
on defense. His emphatic dunk
against Avon will always be
remembered as the shot that
sealed our first playoff victory in
the sectionals. Shaun not only
excelled on the court, but also in
the classroom where he was a 4.0
student and gave true meaning to
the term “student athlete”. He is
planning on continuing both his
academic and basketball career at
John Carroll University this fall
after he graduates.
Varsity Boys Tennis Head
Coach Don Boynar:
I would like to nominate Brandon Johnson Senior Captain and
four year letterman.
“Brandon is the best description of what a student- athlete
is all about. Brandon is a great
leader, honest and a joy to be
around. Brandon is currently
playing doubles with Sr. Suraj

Srinivasan and currently are 4-0.”
Varsity Baseball Head Coach
Doug Cicerchi: I nominate “senior captain Mitch Midea from
Baseball. Mitch will be a 3 year
letter winner who is one of our
top two pitchers and our starting
shortstop. As importantly, Mitch
has emerged as the leader of our
team. Mitch consistently puts in
the necessary work in the weight
room and on the practice field to
be successful in games. Guys see
that and follow his positive example. Mitch has also stepped out
of his comfort zone to become
the vocal leader of our team -guys listen to and respect what
he says because of what he does,
his passion for the game and his
team, and the success he’s had for
Strongsville Baseball.”

Top 5 Plays of the Year
Shahzeb Malik
Journalist

1. Basketball: Our

top play came at Elyria Catholic
in the district semifinal against
Berea-Midpark. As time was
winding down, we were dribbling out the clock ready to
celebrate our third playoff victory
and a birth to the district finals.
Our senior point guard, Bernie
McGivern casually flipped up the
ball underhand from half court
toward the rim as time expired,
only to see the ball sail straight
through the net as the buzzer
sounded. The next day, the shot
went viral as radio stations were
talking about it and it even made
ESPN Sportscenter!

2. Football: Highlight 3. Tennis: Senior Satya

play: Jony Major to Nick Adams,
99.5 yard touchdown pass against
Mentor on the second play of the
game.

Nayagam has 2 first ever Varsity
victories and was in 2nd place
At the Medina Doubles Tourney.
Satya will earn LETTER thats
PERSEVERANCE.

Credit to Strongsville post.com

4. Lacrosse

Zach
Massa (Junior) hit a game winner in double overtime, overtime game winner back to back
games, broke the most goals in a
game record.

5. Cross country:

In the middle of a race Senior
Kyle Costanzo stops and takes a
knee as he approached a hill and,
with fellow senior Joe Juda hyping him up, he “recharged” and
motioned upward. He then ran
up the hill to pass the 4 runners
in front of him and take a huge
lead. This was captured on video
by junior Matt Malloy and went
viral on a Cross Country Twitter
account.

Credit to Strongsville post.com

Coach
Eicher Leaves Strongsville
Shahzeb Malik
Journalist

J

eff Eicher, teacher and
varsity girls basketball coach,
has announced his exit from
coaching at Strongsville. After
coaching 8 years at both Albion
Middle School and the High
School, he decided to put away
his clipboard and pursue a position at another school.
Sophomore guard Maddy
Humbach says, “Eicher’s retirement was such a shock to
everyone, no one saw it coming. Personally, I will miss him
because has been a big part of my
basketball career.”
His retirement was a surprise
due to how great of a season

they had just finished. He led
their squad to a 19-4 overall
record and they advanced to the
regional championship during
the 2017-2018 season.
Coach Eicher served the district for 35 years and as Athletic
Director Andy Jalwan says, “I
think Coach Eicher has done
a great job with the program,
he really established a positive
culture, and the results show with
one of the best seasons in school
history.”
Fellow sophomore guard
Alexandra Kadras can agree
with Humbach in saying that
“Coach Eicher is one of the nicest
coaches who is very passionate
about basketball.” The program is

losing both their head coach and
five seniors, with Lindsey Thall
earning a scholarship to play basketball at Kent State University.
These players can accredit their
success to their beloved coach.
When it comes to the future
of the program, Mr. Jalwan says
“We are definitely set up for
success we’ve got a lot of up and
coming talent, with the middle
school program doing really well,
and we have a lot of things left in
place to head in the right direction.”
Jeff Eicher was not available
for comment. We wish him all
the best!
Credit to StrongsvillePost.com
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Editorial: Farewell Strongsville City Schools
The Lantern Editorial Staff

O

ur thirteen year career at Strongsville City Schools has finally come to a close. We began our journey in this school district as bubbly and bright five-year-olds in kindergarten.
In the years to follow during elementary school, we met our first friends, fell in love with learning and played our hearts out during recess. We threw elaborately themed birthday
parties and lived for the days the lunchroom sold stuffed crust pizza. Graduating elementary school always seemed far away until it finally came in 2012.
Suddenly it’s seventh grade, and we are starting at a brand new school with a mix of unfamiliar faces that will soon be our closest friends. We think that what we wear and who we
talk to matters much more than it truly does, but little did we know that we were all in our sweaty and awkward phases of growing up.
Now it’s the first day of ninth grade. The high school is intimidating and we see an upperclassman with a beard. We all seem so small compared to the seniors, but we nervously
begin our high school journey and start to adjust to the freedom high school provides us. Over the next four years, we don’t realize that we are changing until we start to look back.
We met our true and lasting friends, discovered who we are and who we want to become, found our niche, and learned more than we ever thought we could. Today we are seniors.
The only thing left to do is reflect. The Strongsville City School District has formed us into the young adults we have become and is an important component of our identities.
The Lantern senior editorial staff would like to reflect on their personal highlights of their thirteen years in the school district that shaped their lives.

Joanne Munshower: Editor-in-Chief

I have always loved school,

especially when I was at Muraski Elementary. I adored my
classmates and teachers, and,
well, believed I ruled the school.
That’s because for one day I did
rule the school. This memory
from Muraski revolves around
my former passion, cup stacking. When I was in third grade,
Muraski took cup stacking very
seriously. We had a school-wide
tournament until eventually there
was just one representative from
each grade. I practiced day and
night until I was able to represent the third grade class in the
competition. The representatives
not only faced each other, but
also a teacher from their grade
and eventually the principal if
they advanced to the final round.

I showed up to the competition
in a costume constructed out of
caution tape and cups. Nobody
else wore a costume. Did that
throw me off? No way. I beat all
of the other grades, even the sixth
grader, and my teacher. Finally, I
beat the principal. As my reward
I was able to become the principal for a day. I arrived to school
wearing a blouse and heels, was
given a desk in the main office,
read announcements, and ate
lunch in the teacher’s lounge. I
gave out three detentions (to my
brothers, of course) and declared
that the day would forever be
“National Mrs. Kunath Day”.
After that year I packed up my
cups and went into retirement. I
officially peaked in third grade.

Morgan Hyun: Nerd’s Corner

Halloween is hands down,

the best day of the year at SHS.
If you don’t agree, you’ve clearly
never walked the halls on October 31. In elementary school the
extra Halloween parties put on
by parents, and parading around
the school in your best classic
disguise seems to take the prize
for the most fun Halloweens at
school. This was my belief--that
the best Halloweens were in my
past when I entered SHS as a
freshman--I was SO wrong. I will
never forget my first Halloween
at the high school: there were
extravagant Christmas carolers, inmates and cops, monty
python knights, and so many
more. I felt so under spirited
in my basic devil costume and
vowed to myself to never have
a boring costume again. Well,
senior year appeared out of
nowhere and my costume game
had significantly been improving over the years, but I was still
never fully satisfied. So some
senior lantern staff members and

other friends of mine decided
we needed to be remembered as
one of the funniest costumes that
SHS had ever seen. We decided
to wear matching bowling pin
costumes and meet at various
locations between classes to bowl
(with Joanne being the ball…
on rollerblades of course). We
bowled in the english, science,
and main hallways in addition to
the legendary courtyard rounds.
If you were at school on October
31, 2017, you may have witnessed
what was possibly the greatest
game of bowling in history. The
laughs and memories shared
through our bowling experience
has been not only a highlight
of my time at Strongsville High
School, but one of the best Halloween memories of my entire
life (sorry D.A.R.E.!). I hope that
our group costume inspires you
and your friends to continue the
tradition of obnoxious and hilarious group costumes. Strongsville
High School would not be the
same without them.

Julia Ostrowski: Photo Editor

Picture this. It’s junior

year and prom season is quickly
approaching. As you all know,
Strongsville’s prom is Seniors
only, unless you go as a date
with a Senior. Having two older
brothers, two older step sisters,
and multiple friends who had
gone through Strongsville City
Schools, I had heard about how
fun prom is since 2013. So time
passes and it’s the week of prom.
Joanne and I decided that we
HAD to go. There was no other
option. Neither of us having
dates, we took it upon ourselves to borrow some old prom
dresses, do our hair and makeup
in 15 minutes, and sneak in the
side and finesse our way onto

the dance floor. I didn’t know it
was possible to dance as hard as
I did until the song “Fireball” by
Pitbull came on. We managed to
have a full meal, dance for hours,
instantly become best friends
with Lindsey Rebholz, and have
the best night of our lives for free.
We followed the dance by going
to after prom (which we actually
paid for) where we played games,
raced on inflatables, rode a mechanical bull, and more. I ended
up taking home 30 free taco coupons and some other prizes too!
The night ended with a sleepover
at Janie’s where we swam until 4
AM and watched The Call. BEST
NIGHT EVER!

Cammy Bly: Restaurant Reviews

My story is a simple one:

NLI signing day, 2018. Throughout my four years at the high
school, along with 10 years
preceding my arrival at Strongsville High School, I have been
a part of the Strongsville Lady
Mustangs soccer program. As
an optimistic freshman, watching my first signing ceremony
was a glimmer of hope for a
future I only dreamed of eventually achieving. As my next two
years progressed, I made my
way through the junior varsity
teams and earned a roster spot
as a varsity athlete. Although my
spirits were temporarily deflated
with reconstructive knee surgery
and a year long recovery, by my
senior year I was able to commit

to playing soccer at The College
of Wooster.
I’m sitting in the gym at a
table amongst fourteen other
committed college athletes to
sign my letter of intent. This day
was one I never really imagined
would actually happen; its reality
was overwhelming, but I had
never felt more proud of myself
in my entire life. With the support of my family, best friends,
and coaches in the crowd, I
signed my letter with arguably
my biggest smile ever.
What should you underclassmen take from this story? High
school is rough. Do what you
love, be passionate about your
goals, work hard for yourself,
and you’ll make it out of here just
fine.

Continued on pg. F1

Lindsey Rebholz: Love Doctor; Layout Editor

Imagine. You’re sitting in

5th period, studying and such,
when all of the sudden a fretful voice on the PA system fills
the SHS halls. “Students please
leave the school immediately.” As
a young, inexperienced freshmen sitting in French class, you
can imagine the state of panic
that overcame my body. I, along
with the rest of my class, were
frantically ushered out by our
teacher, and began exiting the

school. Now, let me remind you,
this incident happened in the
middle of the winter. The school
was rushed out of the doors, with
no coats, bookbags, car keys, and
everything else necessary for fleeing the school grounds. The only
thing left to do was walk. The
hundreds of SHS students were
then forced to walk up Rademaker road to the bus garages,
with not a single clue of what
was going on. If you were lucky

enough to carry your car keys
with you, you were free to leave.
If you did not have a car or your
keys, up to the garage you went.
As hundreds of students filled
the garages, word finally came
out that there had been a bomb
threat at the school and that it
was necessary for us to leave the
building. So there I am, stuck in
a garage with a mass of people
all cold and angry. So my dear
friends Morgan, Drew, Steph and

I all decided that it was time ago.
We left the garage and made our
way to Market District. Now, for
those of you familiar with the
city of Strongsville, that does
not seem like a long walk. But
at the time, Drew was recovering from a serious knee surgery,
it had recently snowed, and the
sidewalks were not shoveled. To
sum it up, it was a huge mess but
the absolute time of my life.
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Nothing Bundt Greatness

Dust Off My Jacket
Erin Sievers
Columnist

Cammy Bly
Julia Ostrowski
Restaurant Critics

Another Lantern Issue,

another local food showdown!
This time around, Julia and Cam
set out on the mission to define
the superior sweets shop in
Strongsville. Newly opened Wine
Down & Sweets Cafe was put to
the test with their wide variety
of cupcakes and was compared
to the slightly less new Nothing
Bundt Cakes.
The experience started off
great! They first went into the
Wine Down & Sweets Cafe and
were greeted by a happy worker.
The dining area was beautiful!
The walls were lined with wine
and the displays were filled with
colorful cupcakes.
Julia chose a cookie dough
cupcake and Cam chose the
classic birthday cake flavor. The
girls picked out their cupcakes
and went to pay, only for Julia’s
card to get declined. Are you surprised? Shockingly, Julia actually
had money in her account this
time around (she double checked
before going in), yet it still
wasn’t going her way! Extremely
embarrassed, Julia went to leave
without the cupcakes to get cash,
but the cashier let her leave with
the mini cakes for free. Julia was
shook, still embarrassed, but very
excited for her cupcakes.
Although the restaurant
had a variety of seating, Julia
felt uncomfortable staying and
eating there due to being the
only people in the store. Cam
specifically noted that she was
not a fan of the calm and quiet
environment, as she prefers an
upbeat atmosphere. However,
Wine Down & Sweets would be
a great place to get some studying done. After heading back to
Cam’s, the reviewers dug in.
The overall rating of Julia’s
cupcake was a 6/10. Julia mentioned, “The idea of the cookie
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dough cupcake was great; mixing
two of the best foods ever. I took
my first bite and it was very
dry. The taste was there, but the
dryness took away from it. Not
being a huge frosting guy makes
me inept to rate the frosting, but
the big chunk of cookie dough on
top sparked my taste buds.”
Similarly, Cam noticed a lack of
moisture in her birthday cake
cupcake. She cleverly remarked,
“Now I know why drinks take up
half of the stores name.”
Julia followed with a description of the shop’s ambiance by
saying, “The atmosphere of the
place was super chill. It had relaxing music and a nice vibe.”
The journey continued with
a trip the Nothing Bundt Cakes
near the center of town. Immediately greeted by jolly workers,
the experience was already off to
a great start. After exploring their
options, Julia chose a chocolate
chip bundtlet and Cam went with
red velvet, a classic.
Julia commented on the bundt
cake by saying, “The bundt cake
is extremely moist and so tasty!”
and Cam followed by saying,
“What plentiful flavor. My tastebuds are bursting with excitement right now!”

Just as expected, the atmosphere of Nothing Bundt Cakes
was cozy, friendly and seemed to
cater for the youth population,
unlike Wine Down & Sweets
Cafe. This compared to the more
mature and middle-aged feeling
that Wine Down gave off.
After two different outings
and two different sweet treats,
the feelings were mutual between
Cam and Julia when saying that
Nothing Bundt Cakes came out
on top. The quality of the cake
was better and the atmosphere
was brighter and happier. The
idea of supporting local shops
such as Wine Down & Sweets
Cafe is important to the reviewers and they highly suggest the
readers support them as well.
Although Nothing Bundt Cakes
is a franchise and seen in other
cities, their quality proves their
success.
In a city that thrives off of
restaurant businesses, it’s hard
for a store to make their mark:
Wine Down is great for the mom
population of Strongsville, and
Nothing Bundt Cakes will continue to support the hungry teens
of Strongsville High School.

It’s nice up here. It’s dusty,

but a good kind. The nostalgic
kind--the kind I used to see on
a bright summer day when Ellie
laid on the carpet in her living
room, flipping through my pages,
absorbing my words.
It’s nice. It’s warm. All my old
friends are here, though most
were gently tucked into boxes
long ago. Where the Wild Things
Are used to tell me his story of
being kept in a basement that
flooded every couple of years,
but his croaky voice had long
since ceased. If You Give a Mouse
a Cookie still talks to me every
now and then, but mostly just
to ask what I can see. She’s been
blind ever since Ellie accidentally tore off her cover. I tried to
tell her that it was because Ellie
loved her so much, because Ellie
read her over and over again, but
she wouldn’t believe me. I’m not
so sure I would believe myself;
Ellie was playing with her trains,
using her multiple books as the
tracks, and If You Give a Mouse
a Cookie had the misfortune of
being the ramp. I still shudder
when I think about the sound she
made.
There’s a big window that
looks over the front yard, but
sometimes it’s hard to look out.
All I can ever see is my friends
and me carefully placed in crates
with our names facing up. It used
to hurt to think that Ellie would
sell us like we were just junk,
like we were in any way similar
to the faded t-shirts and broken
furniture that were spread on
the tables around us. And it used

to hurt to think that while Ellie
didn’t want me, no one else did
either. My friends and I--those
of us who were rejected by the
crowds--were banished to the
attic, but with time and old age,
I’ve learned to understand why
Ellie couldn’t keep us anymore.
She had grown up, and it was
time for us to share our stories
with a new child.
“Up here?” A voice drew me
out of my thoughts. It wasn’t one
I recognized.
“The Polar Express!” the voice
said.
That’s me. How long had it
been since I heard my name? I
was lifted from my precarious
position on the top of a stack of
boxes, and there it was. There
was that dust that floats like little
stars suspended in the sun’s loving gaze, that mills around lazily
because it knows it has nowhere
else to be. And Ellie’s daughter’s
little hands wrapped around my
spine, tracing the gold lettering
with her finger.
“The Polar Express,” Ellie said.
“Let’s go read this.” Ellie opened
my front cover and I sighed. I
sighed for the lifetime of silence,
but now the story I ached to tell
for so many years--the story that
kept Ellie so warm throughout
past winter months--was finally
being rediscovered. I felt like
a new book. I felt like I could
finally rest, now that I didn’t have
to hold my words in anymore.
Someone else was holding them
for me, someone else wanted to
hear what I had to say. Someone
else loved me.

Cammy Bly anticipating her meal

A Quiet Place Leaves Viewers Speechless
Bailey Klingbeil
Reviewer

“A Quiet Place” is bringing

a new kind of horror to the big
screen. Directed by John Krasinski and starring Emily Blunt,
Millicent Simmons, and Noah
Jupe, the film tells the story of a
family living in silence, following
the takeover of Earth by creatures
that hunt by sound.
The premise of the film is
unique, and that is perhaps
why it was so enjoyable. Every
detail, whether it be a sound or
something shown on screen, is
important in one way or another,
which added intensity unlike
anything I have experienced
from a horror movie. Seeing it
in a theater, the severity of the
characters’ situation transcends

the screen and affects everyone
sitting and watching these events
unfold- every crunch of someone
eating a piece of popcorn, every
whisper to a friend is magnified
by the silence of the movie.
Though the creatures are the
sole reason “A Quiet Place” is
terrifying, they are not the main
focus of the film. Instead, we are

constantly shown how strong the
family’s dynamic is, which makes
the parts of the film in which
they are in danger even more
heart-pounding.
“A Quiet Place” felt different than other horror films in a
refreshing way, and hopefully will
revolutionize the horror genre as
a whole.

Photo credit to IMDb
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The Love Doctor

Lindsey Rebholz
Columnist

@RiskyRider
Help! I really like this girl, but I’m
afraid to take her on a date because I don’t trust my car. What
should I do?
Dear RiskyRider,
If you are that scared about your
car, you should get that thing
fixed; not just for the date, but
for your own safety! For the date,
however, ask a friend to borrow
his or ask her to drive. Don’t be
embarrassed about your car troubles! I’m sure she will understand
and won’t mind driving at all!
@CarCompanion
Me and my girlfriend planned a
date a long time ago, but I can’t
go because my friend can’t trust
his car and I have to be the homie
and take him to his date. What
do I do?
Dear CarCompanion,
Good for you for being the homie!
It’s important to always be there
for your friends. Ask your girlfriend if it is possible to reschedule
or even push back the time of your
date so that you can be both a
good boyfriend and a good friend.
I’m sure she will understand the
situation. However, if she doesn’t,
it is okay to put your needs in
front of your friends. Tell him you
can’t drive this time but can do it
next time, and another homie will
help him out! Good luck!
@BeansBoy
My girlfriend’s breath smells like
refried beans. How do I address
this in a nice way?
Dear BeansBoy,
This is always a tough situation.
But I guess the best thing to do is

be honest with her. If her breath is
bothering you, you should just tell
her; rip the bandaid off. Honesty is
the best policy!
@SilentSuitor
Hello Love Doctor. I need some
advice. I met this guy and he is
really cute and nice, but when I
hung out with him, he was kind
of peculiar. He isn’t mean, but
he is SILENT. What should I do?
Should I keep pursuing him or
should I give up on love?
Dear SilentSuitor,
Do not give up! Maybe he is shy
and needs more time to open up.
A first date is always intimidating
and he may not have been acting
like himself. Hang out with him a
few more times before you decide
is this is something you want to
continue to pursue.
@CollegeCrush
Hey Love Doctor, I had a huge
crush on this guy who was a
senior when I was a junior. I’m
going to the same college as him
next year and I don’t know if I
should try to pursue him. Should
I finally go for it?
Dear CollegeCrush,
You should definitely go for it!
If this guy is still on your mind
after a whole year apart then it is
definitely something you should
pursue. Maybe he’s the one!
@SpanishSweetheart
Hi love doctor. I have a boyfriend
but I think the guy in my Spanish
class is so hot. Idk what I’m supposed to do now.
Dear SpanishSweetheart,
If you are starting to develop feelings for this kid in Spanish, I think
you should reflect on your current

relationship. If you like someone
else, maybe your relationship is
not what you want anymore and
you should consider ending it.
Think about what your heart is
telling you, and do what it wants!
@MusicMadness
My bf and I don’t agree on music
when we’re in the car together
and it always sparks a fight. The
only song we agree on is Eye of
the Tiger but I’ve listened to it
about a thousand times. Any
suggestions on a compromise??
Dear MusicMadness,
I am sure there are other songs
you and your boyfriend both like,
you just have to find them! Try
new music every time you are
together; different genres, artists,
etc. After awhile, you should be
able to find something you are
both into! Music should not be
something that you fight over, so
do not let it irritate you and your
boyfriend. You’ll work it out!
@FriendFrenzy
One of my friends who’s a senior
got dumped by her boyfriend
in December and I’m starting
to like him! My problem is that
another one of my closest friends
likes him too, but she doesn’t
know I do as well. I started to
catch feelings for him before she
told me, and I don’t know what
to do! I don’t want either of my
two friends to be upset with me,
but I really like this guy. Please
help me love doctor!
Dear FriendFrenzy,
I think the safest thing to do is to
stay away from the guy. “Do not
date your friend’s ex” is the golden
rule of Girl Code, and your friend
would never forgive you! He’s
just a guy, and you do not want
to risk losing two of your good
friends. Guys will come and go,
but friends are forever. Do not

let this guy split you up from your
girls. Sisters before Misters!
@MathMate
So there is this kid in my math
class and I think I like him but
my friends think he is ugly. He is
super sweet, but not the most attractive in the bunch. He doesn’t
sit by me, and is super shy so we
don’t talk that much, so i’m not
sure what to do, PLEASE HELP!!!
Dear MathMate,
Do not let his looks make your
decision for you. It’s what is on the
inside that counts! If you like him
as a person and want to spend
more time getting to know him,
then do it. Try to talk to him more
in math and see if he wants to do
something over the weekend. If
he is shy, try going to him instead
of waiting for him to build up the
courage to come to you. Do not let
your friends’ opinions make your
decisions for you. You do you, girl!
@PromProbs
My prom date doesn’t like my
dress!!! I’m so self conscious now
what should I do? Now I’m afraid
my friends lied to me and don’t
like it either.
Dear PromProbs,
Your prom date should not have a
say in your dress. It is YOUR dress
and YOUR prom. If you feel good
in it and you like the way you
look, then you go rock that dress at
prom. It is all about how you feel
in your dress, not about what others think. If your date does not like
it, well then they have to suck it
up, because you’re going to rock it!

D1

Dear HaikuHater,
Tell him how you feel. Tell him
you are flattered by all the poetry
but it’s becoming a little too much.
Hopefully, he will understand,
appreciate your honesty, and lay
off. If that does not work, however,
just unplug your fax machine.
That should solve the problem!
Good luck!

To my dear readers and
friends,
It has been an honor serving
you, the romantics of Strongsville High School, this year
through The Lantern. As I
retire from this position, passing down my job to an equally
skilled and trained Love Doctor, I have a few final words
of love. Love works in weird
ways; do not be afraid when it
comes knocking on your door!
Do not be afraid to take risks
when it comes to love and put
yourself out there. You’ll never
know if you do not try! Shoot
your shot! Go for the gold! And
if you get shut down, try again.
It has been an honor, SHS.
Love Doctor out.

@HaikuHater
I like this guy but he keeps faxing
me love haikus. It’s getting to be
a little too much, I don’t know
what to do with all these faxes.
Any advice?
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Senioritis and How Not to Deal With It

Senioritis. It’s a word every

teenageer knows. However, it has
become an intense reality for a
number of students at SHS.
Juniors and sophomores claim
they have it, heck, even some
freshmen have claimed to have
it--but no one is hit as hard as
the senior class in their last few
months of high school… trust
me.
Picture being accepted and
financially locked into your college for next year. Now imagine
that your school does not request
any further transcripts. Yep…
this creates the deadly setup for
senioritis. It is incredibly impressive how fast infected seniors are
able to finish their work at school
before class! Senior Rachel Potter
says ”I don’t even know if I do
my homework anymore. Maybe

the period before if I know I have
something, but otherwise I just
take the L .” Potter is a senior
who often says she has had senioritis since junior year.
Seniors Justin Aine and Ally
Mehmed both won “worst case
of senioritis” senior superlatives,
but unfortunately neither of
them were successfully contacted
for quotes on their achievements.
Having no motivation to do
well in classes is not entirely gone
though. Although it is common
to find seniors scrambling to
scribble down some homework
answers the period before an
assignment is due; it’s amazing
how so many people pull it off!
Nothing encompasses senioritis
more that witnessing five honors
Pre Med students sharing seven
colored pencils, frantically trying
to color four tedious pages of

their books on the floor of the
main hallway, while Mr. Koval is
grading the pages in the classroom.
Fighting off senioritis may
seem like a lost cause for some
seniors, but everyone is capable
of it! Prom, graduation, and
summer are exciting events that
contribute to a lack of focus on
school for seniors, but pushing
through the last weeks of school
will guarantee success in ending
your high school career report
cards on a high note!
Putting a quarter of the
amount of effort that was once
normal of junior year into the last
quarter of senior year is a reasonable goal to meet! Just think of
the work ethic needed to excel
in college courses and think of it
as practice for then. Or don’t. It
really does not matter anymore-

Morgan Hyun
Columist

-if you have the credit needed to
graduate, congratulations. Hopefully senioritis will not continue
into the beginning of college…
because one can only imagine
the intensity of COLLEGE SENIORITIS.
I hope that this year, Nerd’s
Corner opened reader’s eyes to a
nerdier world. Smart people are
often stereotyped in high school,

but there’s no need for that--we’re
just normal people! We suffer from the same first quarter
grade drops, spend snowdays the
same way, and are all affected by
senioritis.
Thanks for hearing me out and
recognizing some honors student
dilemmas. And remember…
once a nerd, always a nerd.
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“The Wiz” Musical Senior Spotlights
Susie Alley
Journalist

T

he Wiz is this year’s show
for Director Caryn Swanson and
Choreographer Kelly Rose. The
show is inspired by the Wizard
of Oz, but is a modern twist.
Strongsville High School is put
on their own version May 10-12
at the auditorium. Here are the
seniors featured in the play:

Antonia Cangelosi
Q: Do you plan
on continuing
acting into college?
A: Yes, I am
going to Kent
State University for musical
theater.

Jordan West

Samir Sajjad

Julia Green

Desiree Noel

Q: Did you
have any
expectations at
the start that
changed by
now?
A: I had high
expectations
and still have my expectations
met. I love the show we’re doing
and wouldn’t change it for the
world.

Q: Describe the
personality of
your character.
A: A man made
of tin who
wants to finally
feel. He is the
cool dude that
is hard on the outside but soft on
the inside.

Q: What other
musicals have
you been a part
of?
A: I was the
role of Carmen
in Fame at SHS
last year, and
I am also currently playing the
witch in Into the Woods at OPA.

Q: Are you
nervous for
Thursday?
Describe your
feelings at this
point.
A: Yes, I have
butterflies but I
hope everyone enjoys it.

Jayda Jones

Danielle Styles

Jensen Weideling

Q: Are you
nervous for
Thursday?
Describe your
feelings at this
point.
A: I am nervous but it’s
a good nervous, I’m excited to
present the show and to have a
good time with my friends, for
the last time on stage.

Q: Describe the
personalities of
your character.
A: The best
part of Ensemble is
the exposure
to different
characters that can have different personalities. Yellow Brick
Road: composed, peppy. Emerald
City Citizen: arrogant, stuck-up.
Winkie: terrified and hard working then free and happy!

Q: Describe
your feelings at
this point.
A: I’m very
excited for
Thursday and
to see how it all
comes together.
The whole cast has been working
hard and even though we may
get on each other’s nerves, at the
end of the day we all love each
other and want Thursday to be a
success.

overs. I learned so much more in
those short five years than I have
learned in my entire life. Thanks
to Eddie, I now know hundreds
of songs as well as write and play
my own music.
I guess sibling rivalry got the
best of us and I skyrocketed! Now
I’m starting to catch up to Eddie. But when your teacher is so
good, your best friend, and your
brother it makes it all worth it!
Now fast forward to the last
few years. Eddie and I have been
playing guitar together and we
mesh together so well, it’s like we
can read each other’s mind. We
know exactly what to do at any
point of a song, even if we never
played it before together.
The Staats Brothers’ Band has
been together under many names
for about the last four years,
with the two principal members,
Eddie and I. Over these times I
was able to figure out how to play
every instrument essential to a
band: guitar, bass, drums, harmonica, the banjo, I can sing, and
play many more instruments!
Eddie is the biggest motivation to
everyone in the band to become

the best they can be. Eddie
doesn’t even have to try and he
sounds and plays flawlessly. It
makes all the members, including
me, bring their all and then some
to every practice and gig. We play
all types of music, from country
to metal. All of the members
coming from different musical
backgrounds means we have so
much to offer and we always try
new things to make us sound the
best we can be.
The Staats Brothers’ Band
plays at all types of places. We
play dive bars, outdoor festivals,
fancy concert halls and just
recently we played the school.
I normally run and set up the
sound equipment for the concert

like the P.A. system, the amplifiers, and the drums. This is a skill
that always came natural to me.
I am a real audio nerd so I am
a real stickler about how things
are set up so I end up doing a
good portion myself, but recently
I have been training my buddy
Noah to run sound because it’s
kind of hard to run sound while
playing an instrument, but I’ve
done that too.
All in all it’s a lot of work, but I
wouldn’t trade this for the world
because I am with people who
are kind and respect my input
and opinions, and I get to make
beautiful music with my brother
and friends.

lated wave machine that cruisers
could try to surf on. This was my
opportunity to show my friends
how fearless I was. Did I have any
experience on this contraption?
Nope! Did that stop me? No way!
I got in line to ride the wave as all
of my new buddies found seats
to watch me. I stepped onto the
surfboard and instantly swayed
uncontrollably until I eventually
fell off and tumbled down to the
bottom of the wave rider. I stood
up defeated and a little embarrassed. I looked at the witnesses
of my failure and noticed the
horrified looks on my friends,
family, and the strangers’ faces on
the deck. As if I was living in my
own nightmare, I looked down

to realize that my bikini bottoms
were missing. The impact of the
wave must have pulled them off.
Winnie the Pooh style, I was left
standing in front of the people
I just met only wearing a t-shirt
and no pants. I covered myself
as quickly as I could, but the
damage was already done. The
worker of the wave rider didn’t
make eye contact with me for the
rest of the trip and my alter-ego
was exposed. I reverted back to
regular Joanne and steered clear
of danger for the rest of my vacation. My family does not let me
live it down to this day.
The moral of the story is to
always be yourself and stick to
wearing one-piece bathing suits.

Ryan Klimaszewski

Q: Describe
your character.
A: Lord High
Underling is
the main slave
for Evilene.
Even though
he has “Lord”
in his name, he’s a follower, not a
leader, and is deathly afraid of his
master.

An Inside Look at the Staats Brothers Band
Michael Staats
Journalist

B

eing a founding member
of the Staats Brothers’ Band, I
have been through a plethora
of situations. From angry bikers
knocking on car windows, almost
getting our gear stolen and
playing some awesome shows. I
never thought I’d end up playing in a band; it all started when
my brother and I each picked up
guitars.
When we were little, our
mom and dad would always play
music for us whether it be in car
or around the house. We were
always compelled by how people
can make wood and strings
sound so beautiful. I was the first
to get a real guitar when I turned
ten, but I never really played it
much. A few years down the line,
Eddie gets one. I immediately
became awestruck on how good
he became in such a short period
of time. He could outplay the best
guitar players at only 6 years old!
Well as the younger brother,
I wanted to try again to see how

good I could get because all I
wanted to do was jam with him.
I still never was really that good,
so I thought I would try drums,
still not that good but I could at
least play with him. We played
anything from AC/DC to Lynyrd
Skynyrd. Then one day I went to
my mom and said how can Eddie
be so good? None of us know
how to this day, but I decided to
asked him to teach me guitar. I
hated every minute of it because
he was so good and I was so bad,
but I continued because all I
wanted to do was play music with
him.
Then one day my mom saw
me looking at guitars. It was a
beautiful Gibson. At this point
Eddie had many guitars, but I
still had this crappy starter guitar
that made playing unenjoyable.
Anyway, my mom bought that
Gibson for me on a spur of a
moment. After I got that, that
made me even more determined
because if i didn’t, my mom
would be so mad that I made her
spend all that money. Then, my
mom forced Eddie to let me join
his band at the time the Left-

Staats Brothers Band

Munshower Mishaps: The Revival
Joanne Munshower
Columnist

A

s my Lantern career
quickly comes to a close, I have
been given the opportunity to
reflect on my past work that
has been published and some
articles that did not make it to
the printer. The very first article I
wrote for The Lantern was an embarrassing tale about making new
friends and trying to be someone
I just simply am not. I thought it
was cute and humorous; however,
it was deemed “too obscene” to
be published. It is my final wish
as a writer for this newspaper
to publish my very first article. I
hope you enjoy it.
My unfortunate tale began

during the heat of last summer in
the uncharted sea. I was onboard
my first cruise and I was ready
for nine days of excitement. I
found a group of teenagers my
age and I was determined to
make them believe I was cool.
Since nine days isn’t a long
enough time period to fully get
to know someone, I thought it
would be fun to create an alterego for myself. I decided to make
myself seem like an adventurous
daredevil, instead of someone
who won’t even risk ordering
something new at a restaurant.
My new friends and I were
hanging out on the eleventh deck
as I saw the workers open the
“Flow Rider”. This was a simu-

Joanne right after the fall, just
mere moments before she
mooned everyone
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Art students share their talent with SCS
Kayla Myers
Journalist

The seventh annual art

show was held on May 4 in the
Strongsville high school gym and
cafeteria.
Every art class was able to choose
projects that were represented in
the art show. It is put on in the
Spring so that the students are
able to choose which projects
they want to be included from
the entire year.
In addition to high school
students displaying their work,
there were also students from all
over the school district including the middle and elementary
school. In addition, the school
invites up to seven alumni students to return and show their
artwork.
Kristi Trussa, Art Teacher,
said, “I look forward to seeing
the alumni students artwork
because we get to invite them

back and see what they have been
capable of accomplishing either
in a college art program, or in an
art career.”
To add entertainment, Orchestra Director Andy Hire’s students
played at the beginning half of
the art show. “This makes it a real
gallery experience and completes
the entire art experience with
having the audio as well as the
visual” Trussa.
Trussa deeply loves this art
show, just as she has always loved
the arts and had a true appreciation for creativity. “Looking back
I definitely knew I had always
wanted to be a teacher, but it
wasn’t until junior or senior year
when I decided in art.”
Trussa, as well as Todd Clifford, Tonya Barba-Minor and
Melissa Moon worked so hard
to put this extensive art show

Art by Anna Skladany

together. As this school year
comes to an end, the art teachers want to recognize all the
senior AP art studio students
who will be missed as they leave
the high school and continue on
their journey: Thomas Chimney,
Akilah Howell, Katie Romito,
Corinne Scott, Olivia Seward,
Anna Skladany, and Kate Young.
Corinne Scott has displayed
her work in the Art Show with
the AP studio art class. She has
been working very hard to make
her paintings come to life. One
of her favorite paintings features
a monster-like figure. Corinne
is planning to become an art
teacher or an english teacher in
the future.
Attendees of the art show were
impressed by the work and the
event overall.

Various Digital Photography projects

Stop Trying to Make Fetch Happen
Nicole Ganiere
Journalist

As I near the end of my

senior year, I cannot help but
think of summer just around the
corner. Starting a new college
this fall will be a big change up
to high school when it comes to
daily outfits. I personally tend to
dress up most days and I know
for a fact in college, no one feels
like putting all of their effort into
picking a trendy and stylish combination of clothing. Here are
three summer trends and how to
convert them into creating the
perfect college wardrobe!
This summer Crayola colors
are surprisingly a thing and are
here to brighten up anyone’s day.
Look forward to a lot of tomato
red, cobalt, emerald green, and
bright yellow. Along with Crayola
colors, pastels are here to stay
as they will also be a huge fad
among most, they go great with
anything. Specifically, lilac is set
for a major comeback. These two
color palettes are easily accessible
and can be attributed to any piece
of clothing such as shirts, pants,
socks, shorts, and tank tops. One
can wear these colors even when
college rolls around, casually or
on a night out with friends!
Sportswear is also really in
season this summer. Start shopping at the North Face and other
outdoor wear clothing shops
this spring. This can be easily

transitioned into fall and winter
wear and can be worn throughout college. Wearing athletic
shorts and dri-fit tees are the
perfect combination for a casual
summer outfit. This same attire
can be worn for any occasion
and is definitely the right choice
for comfort in upcoming college classes when you’re sitting
through hours of lecture or even
studying in your dorm.
The last thing that is trending
this summer’s check prints. These
can be worn in any style of clothing. This print can even be used
to complete the back to school
look in backpack form. Wearing
check printed shorts and shirts
this summer displays a very fashionable ensemble. This print can
be carried on from summer into
the fall season. Wearing check

Spring to summer

printed outfits while at college
can secure one a stylish reputation.
With a combination of bright
and pastel colors, mixed with
sportswear, and check prints,
summer and college fashion is
just within reach. While looking
trendy and put together, you can
stay comfortable, cool, or cozy
in any item of clothing that falls
under these categories.
Good luck to all of the seniors
going off to college! I will be using these trends when I shop for
my back to school wardrobe this
summer, as I hope you do as well.
Summer is coming, stay tuned
for the warm days to arrive, just
in time to pull out these new
trends!

Melanie Noser looking sporty

Comics by Sarah
Comics by Sarah Kummerlin
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Superlatives

Future President
Satya Nayagam and Krista Albertins

Future Soccer Mom
Jensen Weideling

Future Sideline Coach
Dad
Jonah Gonczy

Most Likely to Succeed
Morgan Hyun and Suraj Srinivasan

Biggest Flirt
Tommy Zacharyasz

Most Artistic
Meghan Frabell

Future SHS Teacher
Jonathan Greaves

Best Eyes
Austin Riddle and Jenna Miller

Most Likely to Brighten
Your Day
Abbi Moore

Simply Irresistible
Shaun Csire and Ally Sidloski

Most Unforgettable
Sophia Banez

Most Likely to be
Famous
Julia Green

Most Musically Inclined
Eddie Staats

Best Smile
Jayda Jones

Life of the Party
Morgan Manzo and Ali Awada

The Lantern

May 2018

Lantern Farewell

D5

Senior editorial memories continued from pg. C1
Nicole Ganiere: Junior Editor

Every single day of class

Sorge talks to us in his variety
of accents, including his certain
catchphrases; “bueno,” “come on
now,” “get,” and more. Sorge also
had no idea that since the day we
met him, Melanie Noser and I
had been calling him our “school
dad” because he treats us all like
his children. I also had way too
personal of conversations with
Cathie Petrus all seventh period,
while I procrastinated to do my
statistics homework, sorry Mrs.

White. Every single day for indesign we would stay after school
with Erste while she would play
us music and expect us all not to
sing, but then would sing along
herself. Planning a very intricate
fundraiser with Erste and traveling to Pat Catans to get supplies
and then having to dispose of all
of them because the fundraiser
never happened. A certain someone turning off all of the lights in
my AP Lit classroom while we all

Ashley Mullins: Journalist

typed away on or chromebooks
and Sorge screaming, “everybody
keep your hands to yourselves.”
This may not seem that funny,
but as it can be seen, just the way
Sorge says things kills me. One
day we were about to go over AP
practice multiple choice answers
and before Sorge starts he says
to us, “guys remind me to tell
you about this one time I saw a
guy get shot in a restaurant after
you guys take the AP test.” We all
made him tell us the story right
away because who can just start
grading multiple
choice after hearing
that? He then tells
us the story and
how the setting was
a very nice restaurant in Atlanta,
Georgia. After being
very serious for
five minutes only
he then says, “you
would think… you would think
that they would at least give you
a little gift card or something
for the inconvenience but nope
just had to stay behind caution
tape for three hours. Okay #1.” I
think I might have been the only
one laughing at certain times in
his class. Hopefully next year
someone finds him just as funny
as I did

One time this year, I

passed out twice in the school
bathroom. I decided that because
I was feeling nauseous, I should
to head to the restroom. (Dumb
idea, I know) Following my
dazed entrance into the bathroom, I proceeded to pass out
in the stall. I was hanging on by
a thread of consciousness and
realized that I had to call my
friend, Ally Sidloski, for help. I
stumbled out of the stall groggily
and looked into the mirror where
I saw nothing but a white ghostly
figure. Immediately after seeing
myself in the mirror, I passed out
in the bathroom again. While
unconscious on the ground, I
remember hearing the voices of

three girls in the bathroom with
me. However, instead of helping
a girl out, they stepped over my
lifeless body and left me alone.
I tried voicing for help but no
words would come out. It took
all I had to get myself to slowly
crawl out of the bathroom and

Drew Dzurko: Feature Writer

I am not exactly sure when

we started to make our daily
walks to the student parking lot
after school a big deal, but somehow they are brought up every.
single. day. Typically, a “full walk
out” consists of me, Morgan,
Lindsey, Janie, Julia, and Joanne,
and there have been some quite
interesting ones. Let me give you
some examples. You know the
walk out is in effect after we all
maze through the chairs of the
cafeteria on our way to the side
doors and question why we just
did that when we could have
easily gone around all of them.

Then, if it is nice out, someone
HAS to say something about how
bright it is or how beautiful the
weather is. We also make sure to
admire the foliage on the trees
and sometimes take pictures of
(or with) it. If it was cold and
snowy, snowball fights did occur.
We also listened to some great
songs, such as “Supa Hot Fire”
and learned about the “goochie
touch,” courtesy of Janie. One
of my favorite things to do was
admire “the nature” aka the
small creek where they did all
of that construction earlier this
year. Another common walkout

Thank you for reading
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wait for my friends and teacher
to find me. Then I was rolled
down in a wheelchair to the
nurse. As advice for anyone, IF
YOU SEE SOMEONE PASSED
OUT IN THE SCHOOL BATHROOM- HELP THEM!

occurrence was Morgan panicking because she thought someone
stole her care out of the STUDENT parking lot… what?! I feel
like I should also mention that
we only technically had three full
walkouts at most because Joanne
ALWAYS had something that she
had to stay at the school for. Our
walkouts were always a highlight
of my day and never failed to give
me a good laugh. I’ll miss them
and our inside jokes dearly, but I
know that they’ll be recreated at
least once when we all reunite at
OSU next year!

