
October 2016        The Lantern                 A1  
Strongsville Fall Sports 
Bring 
Success to the School

New 
Changes to 
Paking Lots 

What’s next 
in the issue? 

Do something great today... it will be in the paper tomorrow. Do something great today... it will be in the paper tomorrow. 

Sports Section C1Opinion Section D1

Homecoming, New 
Restaurants, Fall 
Activites, and More

Arts and Entertainment Section D3

     Last week the Strongsville 
City Council introduced a 
new ordinance at their meet-
ing regarding new regulations 
on Strongsville’s tattoo parlors, 
pawn shops, hookah lounges, 
and vape shops. The ordinance 
would prohibit the opening of 
these businesses within 500 feet 
of a school or a similar shop 
while also restricting the busi-
ness hours so that they cannot be 
open between 12 and 8 a.m. 
     As a result, the ordinance 
would prevent more of these 
businesses from opening in 
Strongsville. The ordinance was 
sent to the planning commission 
and is currently being redirected 
to the law department to ensure 
that business rights will not be 

infringed upon should the ordi-
nance be implemented.
     The ordinance is being 
discussed because officials are 
concerned that these types of 
businesses are harmful to the 
environment, children, and 
other businesses competing for 
space in Strongsville. There are 
currently no hookah lounges or 
pawn shops in Strongsville, how-
ever there are several vape shops 
and tattoo parlors.
     E-cigarettes are rapidly gain-
ing popularity as there are al-
ready two vape shops in Strongs-
ville including the House of 
Vapes, on Pearl Road, and White 
Cloud Cigarettes near Southpark 
Mall. According to Teen Vogue, 
tobacco is the leading cause of 
preventable disease and death in 
the U.S. and nicotine exposure 
can cause addiction or brain 

Hookahs, Vapes 
and Tattoos, Oh My!
Grace Mutti
Journalist

development issues especially 
in teens. Strongsville’s Officer of 
Human Resources, Chris Koenig, 
said that he has not person-
ally witnessed any negative 
effects from these businesses on 
Strongsville students. He feels 
that the ordinance would have 
a greater impact on Strongsville 
business as opposed to student 
behavior because he feels loca-
tion is important to a business’ 
atmosphere. “I’m not a huge fan 
of those places,” says Koenig, 
“and I have to admit if I was 
opening a business I wouldn’t 
want to be next to one.” Kids can 
find a way to access what they 
want, but businesses have a more 
difficult time especially when it 
comes to location.
     Like vape shops, tattoo parlors 
also come with health risks 
and there are a fair amount in 
Strongsville. Black Metal Tattoo, 
All Tattoos and Body Piercings, 
and Till Death are some of the 
more popular locations, all of 
which are located on or near 

Pearl Road. 
     Joseph DeMio, Strongsville 
City Council board member 
mentioned that sometimes there 
are sanitation problems in the 
tattoo parlors as well as danger-
ous fumes in the vape shops, but 
one of the goals of the ordinance 
is to prevent the health problems 
they cause. DeMio stated that 
the ordinance cannot do much 
in the way of stopping health and 
environmental problems because 
the businesses rights, but the 
council’s goal is to minimize the 

number of these businesses that 
can come to Strongsville. 
     “We want to make Strongsville 
feel friendly and we don’t want to 
oversaturate it with these types 
of places” said DeMio, “We also 
want to keep Strongsville more 
grass than cement.” The ordi-
nance is still undergoing legal 
proceedings and at this early 
stage it is difficult to say when 
a decision will be made, but it 
is progressing and will appear 
again in the council’s agenda next 
month.

Strongsville Showcases Bands and 
Orchestras in Disney during Spring 2017

   Andrew Hire, director of 
orchestras, and Brian King, direc-
tor of bands, are leaving the cold 
and snow behind in March and 
are headed for Orlando in Spring 
2017. Together, the two directors 
are bringing approximately 275 
students on this trip, which is al-
most equally split between band 
and orchestra. When asked about 
students feelings towards the 
trip, Symphony violinist Melissa 
Meszaros said, “Everyone is just 
really excited.”
    Disney offers many different 
opportunities to high school 
music groups, which includes live 
performances, clinics, work-
shops, festivals and competitions. 
String and Freshmen orchestra 
will be combined to partake in a 
music workshop entitled “You’re 
Instrumental” while Symphony 
Orchestra will be performing live 
in Disney Springs. Students and 
parents do not know anything 
more about the “You’re Instru-
mental” workshop, as Hire has 
kept details, wanting this to be 
a surprise. King’s bands will be 
performing during one of the 
many parades that they have the 
various Disney Parks.

     Students from both music pro-
grams are very excited to attend 
this trip. “I think my favorite part 
of this trip is going to be being 
with Jordyn, Lexie and Steph.” 
said Meszaros.
     Both directors are also very 
excited to be taking this trip. Hire 
said, “I’m excited to perform and 
bond. Close groups always sound 
better.”
     By this, Hire means groups 
which travel together always get 
to know each other. Kids get to 
know their director and peers 
better, which helps performances. 
Knowing someone and how they 
work and think truly helps a 
group to improve and reach new 
levels. Group trips always
help to show what each student 
is like, which helps bring about 
leaders of the group and who 
everyone is able to count on.
     Hire and King have put a lot 
of thought and time into this trip. 
It has been about a year since the 
two started the planning, includ-
ing contacting the travel agency, 
booking the venues and the costs. 
The cost of the trip is around 
$950 per each student. Symphony 
violinist Melissa Meszaros stated 
that she did not think the trip 
was overpriced. “Disney World is 
not a cheap place to visit.”

     Meszaros thought the trip is 
very fairly priced for long the 
group is staying and what we will 
be partaking in. Some parents do 
believe that the price of the trip 
was a little much but it is worth 
it to have their children travel 
and make amazing memories. 
Brian Prok, who is a Strongsville 
parent, stated “Yes. It is Disney 
World. It is the Happiest Place on 
Earth!”
     It is a very unique opportu-
nity that our music programs 
at Strongsville High School are 
able to partake in. Many high 
schools in Northeast Ohio do not 
have a music program or only 
have a band or an orchestra. All 
students that are partaking in this 
trip are very excited to showcase 
their talents at all the different 
venues they are performing at 
along with having a great time 
with some of their closest friends.

Jordan Prok
Journalist

SHS Band’s trumpet section performing the home game tradion of 
trombone suicides

SHS Showchoir dressed up as Disney Characters for their Prince and 
Princess tea 

SHS Band takes field led by drum major, Alyssa Reinhardt
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One-to-One Technology Program for Freshmen

    Strongsville High School 
freshmen received chromebooks 
to use for the next four years to 
change the way students learn in 
the classroom to prepare them 
for college. 
    After a year and a half of 
research, the 1:1 technology was 
now a reality.
    Director of Institutional 
technology, Vicki Turner, elec-
tronically set up the 
chromebooks to be ready for 
students. The programing of 
these chromebooks are the exact 
same as the chromebooks in 
the chromebook carts offered to 
other students in the district so 
adapting is easy. 
    Technology inside the 
classroom allows for greater 

privileges. The reason 
chromebooks were picked is 
because it gives the school this 
control.”
     The chromebooks cost the 
district a total of $378,362.50.   
     Students will have a yearly 
device fee and an optional $30 
insurance fee. The optional 
insurance protects the students 
if they need repairs or to borrow 
one while theirs are fixed. 
    These fees will help cover some 
of the costs for the district and 
eventually lead to ownership of 
the chromebook. Outside of the 
chromebooks, the district paid 
for padded cases for every 
student and the $50 licensing fee.
     While every incoming 
Freshmen class will be 
receiving chromebooks, the 
remaining upperclassmen will 
be able to use computers in the 

collaboration between students in 
class and students globally.
    As for use in the classroom 
Turner comments, “We are now 
focusing on helping teachers 
change lesson plans to 
incorporate the chromebooks.”
     If students are in need of tech 
help, they can go to the 
temporary media center,
room 604. 
     Media Specialist, Pat 
Schaefer says, “Students are 
adapting really well with not too 
many problems.”
     When giving students any 
form of technology, there is a risk 
that these new privileges will be 
taken advantage of.
     Schaefer also adds, “We can 
globally block things out and 
control the chromebooks. If 
students continue to take 
advantage, they will lose their 

Strongsville Middle School: 
Newest Addition to the Strongsville School District

     The new Strongsville 
Middle School has officially 
opened and overall is widely ac-
cepted. This project was apart of 
a $81 million construction and 
renovation bond and includes 
6th-8th graders, totaling over 
1,300 students. But questions still 
remain. What will this mean for 
the district? How well have the 
students and staff adjusted? 
      In November 2012, a bond 
issue was passed that would give 
$40 million to the district to add 
a new middle school to replace 
Center Middle School, for-
merly on Pearl Road, and Albion 

Middle School, formerly on Web-
ster Road, combining all middle 
school students into one place. 
This was to consolidate students 
for the betterment of the district. 
This school not only includes 
seventh and eighth grade like the 
previous schools, but sixth grade 
has been thrown into the mix as 
well. 
     The school brings plenty of ex-
citement to the city. Some of the 
grade schools have even request-
ed to come tour the new middle 
school. And other than some bus 
confusion on the first couple days 
of school, the transition has been 
surprisingly smooth for staff and 
students. 
     “This school really is a show-
piece as well as an educational 
institution,” says Jeff Port, a sev-
enth grade English teacher. Port 
previously taught at Albion and 
says this is a major step up. 
     “Every day I come to Strongs-
ville Middle School and say 
somebody pinch me in the arm 
this can’t be real!”Two of his 

favorite things about the new 
school are the new cafeteria, and 
of course the fact that his room 
actually has a window unlike his 
classroom at Albion. 
     The Principal Steven Deitrick 
also enjoys the new cafeteria 
food as well, saying “I may gain 
10 lbs from indulging in all of the 
options.” Deitrick has nothing 
but positive things to say for the 
new school. 
     He thinks this will be some-
thing that students will greatly 
benefit from and feel proud 
of.  Deitrick says the learning 
environment will lead to more 
collaboration among the students 
and will  challenge them like 
never before. They will continue 
to make improvements to make 
sure this is the perfect environ-
ment for staff and students. 
     Mike Vukovich, assistant 
principal, said the new middle 
school provides “A lot of posi-
tives, both socially and academi-
cally for the kids.” His favorite 
part is the pure excitement from 

 Strongsville High School Cafeteria Changes 

     The Strongsville High School 
cafeteria was remodeled during 
the summer of 2016 as part of the 
renovation project since it has 
not been renovated since 1964. It 
was scheduled to be done about 
two and a half years ago but was 
delayed because of smaller reno-
vations being done to the school. 
Minor changes will continue but 
the major renovations are con-
cluded with.
     Alongside the improvement of 
the cafeteria, the distribution of 
lunch has altered. In the cafeteria, 
the serving line is more efficient 
by giving the students more op-
tions that are healthier and less 
costly to the school. The prices 
have remained the same from 
$2.75 for students and $3.75 for 
the staff. 
     This year the Strongsville dis-

trict partnered with the company 
called Chartwells to save money 
on the cafeteria cost. Financially, 
the objective of a lunch is to cre-
ate balance between the amount 
of food sold and the cost of the 
food. The lunch program from 
last year was costing the school 
over $100,000 extra, the district 
decided to look at other options. 
In addition, the breakfast pro-
gram has improved. The SHS 
Cafeteria Staff is hoping more 
students will buy breakfast before 
school, so they plan on adding 
more options. Tamara Ray, part 
of the cafeteria staff stated that 
drinks such as hot tea and hot 
chocolate are the most popular 
while other students buy “a lot of 
drinks, pop tarts, and occasion-
ally chips.”
   The school provides breakfast 
to students who may not eat at 
home, but there has been a de-
crease in the number of students 
who buy breakfast this year after 

Hannah Moskowitz 
Journalist

media center. Tables will still be 
offered to work at and printing 
will be available for all students 
as a result of the chromebooks 
being unable to print. 
     For students interested in the 
new technology offered, a S
tudent Tech Club is currently 
being organized.With chrome-
books in the classrooms, both 
students and teachers will grow 
as they become accustomed to 
the new technology.

Kelly DiSanza, 
Michael Gallagher
Journalists

Gabby Rudolph
Armesh Qureshi 
Journalists

Community Comments:
“While hard to police in the 
classroom, in the long run it’s 
great.” 
-Steven Boros, Social Studies 
Teacher

“I think having chromebooks is 
beneficial to students because it 
helps with research and having 
access to online work since a 
lot of it is on google classroom.” 
-Ethan Williams, Freshman

“It is sometimes inconvenient 
to carry around. Although it is 
worth it to do what I need to do 
academically.” -Nick Veloski, 
Freshman

all of the kids and all of the neat 
things about it create a sense of 
pride for them. He is also excited 
to have a window for the first 
time in 9 years. Vukovich noted 
that the teachers are adjusting 
well and going from two very old 
buildings to one new one, while it 
has its challenges, has been very 
beneficial so far.  
     Sadly, with all this positive 
there are a couple negatives. One 
big one is that the main wall in 
the media center is open on the 
top half, which makes a normally 
quiet place very noisy. 
     Media Specialist Joan Battle 
stated that to make it even worse, 
that side faces the cafeteria, and 
that can be very annoying during 
lunchtime when people are in the 
media center. 
Another drawback is the the 
parking lot is still not completely 
finished. This has provided an 
obstacle to some, but the new lot 
should be done in early Novem-
ber.
     Also, the teachers will not 

be able to hang anything on the 
walls until next year. 
     As stated by Social Studies 
teacher, Erik Green, “We can’t 
hang anything on walls, so it 
doesn’t feel like a room yet.” 
Many of the teachers agree. These 
are only minor problems that can 
be overlooked by all the posi-
tives. 
    Most of the people at Strongs-
ville Middle School, from 
principals to students, are happy 
about the new building and love 
everything about it. The new 
middle school has definitely 
provided much needed updates 
to the school district. 
     And for all the high school-
ers who wish to see the new 
building; several of the teachers 
wanted to pass on this message, 
“Please tell all of our previous 
students from Albion and Center 
that we miss them and would like 
them to come and visit.”

the switch to Chartwells. Last 
year, about 90 students came but 
at the beginning of this year, but 
at the beginning of this year only 
an estimated 40-50 students buy 
lunch daily. The cafeteria is now 
providing a hot breakfast, and 
hope to see more students. 
In addition to changing break-
fast, the school purchased new 
equipment and exchanged the 
fryer for an oven. This provides 
healthier options as fried food 
is replaced with baked. Both the 
administration and cafeteria 
staff are hoping these changes 
will promote healthier and 
wiser decisions. Chartwells also 
retrained the staff to solidify the 
new changes. 
     Overall, the cafeteria brought 
visual and nutritional changes to 
the high school. 
If you want to buy breakfast, it is 
available every morning starting 
at 6:45am in the cafeteria. 

Strongsville’s Problem 
with Temperature

     When High School stu-
dents returned to school, clad 
in tank tops and sandals, they 
were welcomed by the sporadic 
temperatures in the buildings. 
Whether too hot or too cold, 
many students are experiencing 
extreme temperatures. 
     One of the students is Julia 
Imbrigotta, a current senior, says 
her sixth period Probability and 
Statistics classroom is very cold. 
Imbrigotta also says that her fifth 
period Government class is usu-
ally very warm.
     Rachel Dorocak, another se-
nior says that her first period A.P. 
Pre-Calculus classroom becomes 
so hot that all the students find 
it hard to concentrate. The heat 

is shockingly intense making 
her feel sick, and she finds this 
incredibly distracting whenever 
there is a test. 
     Students in either very hot 
or very cold classrooms can be 
distracted due to drowsiness or 
discomfort. In Dorocak’s math 
classroom for example, students 
are prone to be drowsy. In hot en-
vironments, one is more likely to 
find unfocused students because 
the hot environment provides the 
perfect sleepy atmosphere. 
     Students go from one freezing 
class to a hot class (or vice versa,) 
in 50 minutes, making them ac-
climated to different classrooms 
in a short time. This can put 
stress on the body, as it may not 
know how to react. Students have 
had it with these uncomfortable 
conditions, and something must 
be done to fix it.

Reem Usmani
Journalists
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Rho Kappa 
Voter 
Registration
    Shubh Thakker
    Journalist 

     National Social Studies 
Honor Society, or Rho Kappa, 
held a voter registration drive 
at the high school for eligible 
faculty and students to register 
to vote. In the morning, students 
were able to go to the table in the 
cafeteria to pick up the card and 
paperwork. The drive lasted from 
Oct. 5 to Oct. 11, and Rho Kappa 
member were able to hand out 
over 80 registration cards.
     The goal of this drive was to 
help more students become more 
involved in the government and 
feel empowered about voting. 
An overwhelming majority of 
Strongsville High School’s senior 
year students are of age to vote, 
but many do not take part in the 
voting process, and Rho Kappa 
was on a mission to fix this. Both 
advisors of the club, Social Stud-
ies teachers Mike Sack and Steve 
Deidrick, came up with the idea 
for the drive. 
     Teachers were equally excited 
to help students involve them-
selves in the election process, and 
were very pleased with the results 
of the drive.
     The political opinions of 
students, especially high school 
students, are often overlooked 
in today’s society.  Rho Kappa 
helped to change that by involv-
ing students that are eligible to 
vote in this year’s election. As a 
Rho Kappa leading officer, Juli-
anna Mathiellis, explained, “Each 
and every person has an impact, 
and registering to vote is a great 
way to involve students.”
     Overall, the executive board 
of Rho Kappa was very satisfied 
with the results. Many students 
were able to come up and take 
registration cards, which hope-
fully translated to a large number 
of new voters.

53%       
    Hillary 

Teachers: Making Memories at Strongsville High School 

     When one door closes, 
another opens. Strongsville 
High School is experiencing 
both doors as they say good-
bye to beloved math teacher 
Bridget Sproul and bonjour to 
new French teacher Laura Gaba. 
Sproul will be ending her 30-year 
teaching career while Gaba will 
be continuing her 24 year spree 
as a member of the Strongsville 
High School staff.
      Bridget Sproul was first drawn 
to teaching in 8th grade, when 
her math teacher asked her to 
volunteer in a lower 7th grade 
math class. 

  “I loved helping the kids,” she 
says. “I was like, ‘Wow! I could 
do this, I could be a teacher”. As a 
high school student, Sproul loved 
math and science, chemistry 
especially. In fact, Sproul could 
have seen herself being a 
scientist. She majored in 
chemistry in college, but also 
pursued a teaching certificate as 
well.   
     Starting out, Sproul actually 
began her student teaching career 
in chemistry, rather 
than her current 
position in math. 
However, she took 
a brief intern-
ship at a chemical 
company known as 
FERRO, spending 
her days research-
ing the elements. Unfortunately, 
it was not for her, as there was a 
lack of human contact: 
    “It was only me and two other 
men, and I couldn’t stand it. I 
liked interacting with people, 
talking with people.” Teaching 
was and is a much better fit for 
her, as shown by her 30 years 
experience.
    Laura Gaba always enjoyed 
French as a student, and now she 
loves seeing her students grow 

and change, even if not by much. 
It makes her experience all the 
more rewarding. If she were not 
teaching French, she would be 
working with computers. Her 
inspirations to teach came as an 
Strongsville High School student. 
     “There were three teachers 
who inspired me,” Gaba says. 
“Mrs. Peterson, my English 
teacher. She was very hard, she 
always pushed you to do better. 
Mr. Lackey, my yearbook advisor, 

he was wonder-
ful. My French 
teacher, Mrs. 
Schreibman, 
always made the 
class fun and 
hands-on.”.
      Both teach-
ers see the 

importance of being a good role 
model; Sproul thinks being a 
positive influence is the most 
important thing. Gaba saying of 
the matter, 
     Gaba thinks teaching is one 
of the most important jobs out 
there, “You have to wear many 
hats--mom, friend, counselor…” 
     Teaching certainly is a reward-
ing career path, though not 
without its own problems. Once, 
a student managed to sneak a 

three foot alligator into Sproul’s 
class right under her nose! This 
student was, in Sproul’s words, 
strange. Always sitting in the 
back of the class and wearing a 
trench coat, it’s easy to see how 
he snuck in the pet. Gaba once 
jumped out of a window in a 
moment of panic during an 
intruder drill.
       All in all, both women are 
happy with their careers and 
paths life has carved out for 
them.

Free ACTs for Juniors
Ohio Board Of Education 
Grant Juniors Free ACTs;
Strongsville Benefits 

     The class of 2018 Juniors in 
Ohio are receiving free ACTs this 
2016-2017 school year because of 
the new graduation requirements 
for the 2018 class.
     Many members of Strongsville 
High School’s junior class are still 
unaware that they will be receiv-
ing free ACTs this school year. 
The original cost of the ACT test 
was $42.50, or $58.50 with the 
addition of the writing portion 
but now, students will not have 
to pay. 
     One of the high school’s guid-
ance counselors, Julia Williams, 
explained that Ohio’s school 
board was considering using the 
ACT as one of the possible ways 
for students of the 2018 school 
year to graduate, a role that was 
previously played by the Ohio 
Graduation Test. The state has 
been trying to create free access 
to the SAT and ACT for several 
years, but has been unable to do 
so. The board is still unsure if 
they will be able to come up with 
the funding, or if the test will that 
will be receiving the free ACTs.  
Kuhn feels that the free ACTs will 
be “helpful for many students. 

The scores will help 
show what I’ve accom-
plished in school and 
the progress I’ve made 
to colleges.” She be-
lieves that her teachers 
have well prepared her 
for the SAT through 
the variety of tasks that 
they have completed. 
     The free ACT is not 
the only test that colleges want to 
see when they consider a student 
for their school. Colleges also 
expect to see the SAT. This arises 
the question of whether the SAT 
should also be free. 
     “Those who can’t necessarily 
afford the SAT or college, but 
may be good students, would be 
given the opportunity to get into 
a good college and could possibly 
receive a scholarship that will 
make it possible for them to go. I 
think having access to both tests 
increases their chances in case 
they do poorly on one but excel 
on the other.”
     The ACT is expected to take 
place around April of 2017 and 
students may have the option 
to register online. 

“Those who can’t 
necessarily afford 

the SAT or 
college, but may 

be good students, 
would be given 
the opportunity 

to get into a good 
college”

Brianna Walker
Journalist 

“You have to wear 
many hats--mom, 

friend, 
counselor…” 
~Laura Gaba

Math Teacher Bridget Sproul Retires, 
French Teacher Laura Gaba is Hired

47% 
Trump

Haley Strnad
Journalist 

Numbers from a Twitter Poll
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The Lantern Staff

     Juniors with the highest 
GPAs are now being offered 
parking passes in both the 
student lot and the new lot on the 
bus road. There was not enough 
space in the first student lot for 
all of the seniors at the school, 
and in order to deal with the 
overflow of students in the main 
student lot the school decided 
to create the new lot on the bus 
road. Due to the newly provided 
excess of spots in both the new 
and old lots, juniors who meet a 
certain GPA requirement are now 
eligible for parking passes.
     The new lot is located across 
from the soccer fields on the bus 
road. This location was chosen 
because of its convenience, and 
because it was already covered by 
gravel. In order to fill the rest of 
the lot, extra grindings and gravel 
from other lots were ground into 
the already existing gravel. The 
lot was not able to be paved with 
asphalt because the school would 
not meet EPA regulation for 
green space.  
     The seniors are the first to be 
offered spots in both lots, and 
despite common belief, the new 
lot was not made specifically for 

juniors. Not every senior drives 
to school, however some to wish 
to start during the school year 
and they may get a parking pass 
at any time during the school 
year. Due to the need for extra 
senior passes, administration 
reserves 25 spots in the main 
student lot specifically for these 
late-decision seniors. 
     There are roughly 100 spots 
in the overflow lot. As senior 
Assistant Principal Mr. Breckner 
explained at the beginning of 
August, “There are 50 spots left to 
give in the overflow lot” to 
juniors.  Administration used 
GPA to decide which juniors 
would be eligible for a parking 
spot first. After looking at only 
GPA, 80 students were offered 
spots. The remaining unclaimed 
spots were then offered to other 
juniors.

     The first 25 juniors to claim 
these were given spots in the 
main student lot. After the first 
25, the rest of the juniors were 
offered the overflow lot. Juniors 
have approximately 6 days to 
claim their parking pass. After 
that, letters are sent to different 
juniors to get a parking pass. If 

the first students offered 
passes come in after the 6 
days, they can still claim 
a parking pass if there are 
still open spots. 
     There are more 
students than there are 
parking spaces, so admin-
istration creates filters 
to decide who is able to 
receive a parking pass. 
Spots started being of-
fered to juniors about two 

weeks into the school year. This 
gave seniors extra time to buy a 
parking pass if they did not buy 
one of the summer. 
     There is a flat rate for both of 
the lots, even despite the 
difference in distance between 
the lots. Despite what some 
believe, the main lot is closer 
to the school entrance than the 
overflow lot. 
     Polaris students are now park-
ing in the lot directly in front 
of the school. This decision was 
made partially because half of the 
students leave halfway through 
the day, due to their afternoon 
schedule, and those spots are 
filled with students who take 
morning classes and arrive late. 
Another factor was that lead to 
Polaris parking in the front, was 
the fact that Polaris students 
are on a tight schedule. Polaris 
students have little time to waste 
when getting from school to the 
career center and it simply made 
more sense to allow them to park 
in the front.
     The new changes to student 
parking have not been welcomed 
and embraced by everyone, but 
overall allow the school to save 
money while giving more 
opportunities to busy juniors.

Additional Parking Lot 
Creates Room for 
Juniors
Sarah Winter
Journalist      Strongsville seniors returned 

this year to find that their spots 
in the senior lot were not 
numbered for the first time in 
many years. This means that 
seniors can drive straight into the 
parking lot and any open spot. 
While the newly paved, pothole 
free lot is something of a 
godsend, the missing parking 
spot numbers cause a slight prob-
lem. While convenient for those 
with a first period, seniors with 
late start often find 
themselves parking in the back of 
the lot. Many students have  early 
release and are able to arrive late. 
Unfortunately, this problem does 
not have a solution. Perhaps the 
thought of a cold, smelly bus is 
motivation enough to suck it up 
and get a few more minutes of 
exercise in in the morning. 
     The cost of parking passes 
also poses a problem for some 
students. Parking passes cost $80 
which some believe is a very high 
price considering that students 
are not guaranteed a specific 
spot. While the cost of parking 
may seem steep, it did help fund 

New Student Lots Bring 
Needed Changes

Written by 
Editorial Staff the replacement of the lot. Also, 

paying the $80 will guarantee 
a nice greeting in the morning 
from everyone’s favorite parking 
lot security guard, Michael 
Bickelmeyer. Who does not 
love the friendly “have a great 
mustang day!” from Bickelmeyer 
every morning?
     Despite the negative factors 
associated with the new lot, the 
newly paved unnumbered lot 
does have many positives. For 
starters, no numbers on the spots 
mean that searching for spots 
during blizzards and other forms 
of bad weather will no longer be 
a hassle for students. Gone are 
the days of spending too much 
time trolling the aisles only to 
find that some rude 
underclassmen has stolen your 
coveted spot. 
     Also, this new first-come-first-
served system allows for the early 
birds to finally have their time 
to shine. The new system allows 
for the overly timely students 
to secure a perfect spot in the 
mornings. The new lot is still a 
better alternative to riding the 
cold, slow, unpredictable school 
buses, and instead, students can 
find a cozy spot for their vehicles.

New parking lot

Example of unnumbered spot
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Lady Mustangs Soccer: 
Currently First in the State! 

     The lights shined bright over 
Foltz Parkway on Oct 20, as the 
Lady Mustangs soccer team took 
on Valley Forge in the Sectional 
Final. 
     This season the girls have 
been undefeated in their regular 
season, with only one tie, for a 
record of 15-0-1. Not only is the 
team ranked first in the state of 
Ohio, but they are also ranked 

within the top 5 of the nation. 
     The starting line up for this 
varsity game included Sabrina 
Ortenzi, Annie Mocho, Nikki 
Kevdzija, Kelly McCafferty, 
Regan Ward, Megan Patrick, Sam 
Church, Ally Sidloski, Vanessa 
Dinardo, and Lauren Rakytiak, 
with goalies, Nora Potter and 
Miranda Thomas. S
     abrina Ortenzi, junior and 
varsity defender, commented on 
her feelings before the game; 
     “I am really excited. And really 

pumped for playoffs.” 
     This was the first game of their 
post-season play and the final 
score was 8-0, with 4 goals in the 
first 15 minutes. 
     The Lady Mustangs and the 
whole school is rooting for great 
post-season play. 

Sam Stelnicki 
Journalist 
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Brandon Kagan
Journalist

     A new Sports 
Management class has been in-
troduced where the students will 
be a part of the SHS 
Stampede, a news source that 
provides information tailored 
to what the student body wants 
know about. The Stampede 
operates through the Twitter 
handle @SHS_Stampede, as well 
as their own website that can be 
found in their Twitter bio.  
     Although the Stampede is 
run by students of the Sports 
Management class, they do try 
to update the students on other 
activities in addition to 
athletics that are going on at the 
high school through social me-
dia. Fall sports has been popular 
news recently, according to 
junior student and football player 
Samir Sajjad.
     “We try to incorporate 
other activities, but fall sports is a 
trending topic so we’ve adjusted 
our focus mainly to that. Our 
Twitter page and website is 
tailored upon what the students 
want to see.” 
     With 586 followers, the 
Stampede Twitter page is very 
interactive with students. 
     Providing such things as pre-
sale sports tickets 
information, game results, 

homecoming news, and 
information on topics around the 
school itself, the members of this 
student-run organization must 
stay up-to-date on their 
information.
     The Sports Management class 
is taught by Jake Parsons, who is 
also an assistant football coach 
for the varsity Mustangs. 
     “We operate kind of like 
DECA; we like to do activities in 
and out of the classroom, so you 
can be a part of the 
Stampede whether you’re in the 
class or not. We always have 
guest speakers from professional 
sports teams and organizations 
like the Cavs or the Indians talk 
to the kids about the profession 

Jacob Taylor
Journalist

     The Strongsville cross 
country team is aiming to have 
another dominant year and to 
make their presence felt at meets. 
On Sep. 24 the team hosted a 
special meet called “Fleet Feet,” 
which is the largest meet in 
Cuyahoga County, and attracts 
top-ranked teams who travel 
from places like Toledo and 
Cincinnati. The Mustangs en-
tered 22 boys and 27 girls in the 
event this year
and set a new precedent.
    “It is our goal to put ourselves 
into a position to qualify to the 
state championship meet every 
year,” explained Coach John 
Syroney. The girls team has 
qualified 13 times since
1992 and are hungry to qualify 
again this year. 
     The team hosted a conference 
meet on Oct. 15 that they placed 
high in. Upcoming events 
include the team competing in 
the Lorain Community College 
District meet. The top five teams 
will advance to regionals from 
this, and Syroney is confident 
they will advance to the regional 
meet. There will be 25 teams 
competing for state spots but 
only eight will advance; their goal 

Run with The Stampede: New Class at SHS Cross Country Aims to 
Qualify for States

Jared Anderson Will 
Continue Success at OSU

Connor Hennessey
Journalist

     Jared Anderson is a record 
setting senior boys soccer player 
at Strongsville High school. This 
past season, Anderson set the 
school record for most goals in a 
soccer career. The team captain 
has recorded 26 goals on the 
season, helping the boys soc-
cer team to a record of 10-3-2. 
Anderson has committed to the 
Ohio State University to continue 
his academic and athletic career 
following his impressive high 
school career. He is also the 
starting kicker for the boys 

varsity football team. With only 
one game regular season left, the 
boys soccer team will look to 
make a deep run in the 
playoffs this year behind 
Anderson. When asked about his 
career, Anderson said, “I couldn’t 
be where I am today without my 
teammates and coaches and I am 
thankful of all the support and 
motivation they’ve given me.” 
Keep looking out for the boys 
soccer team as they continue 
their season and look to win a 
advance deep in the playoffs. 
Also, make sure to watch Jared 
Anderson continue his historic 
career at OSU next year!

this season is to be one of eight. 
On Oct. 1 the girls team traveled 
to Rochester, NY to compete in 
the McQuaid invitational. The 
girls
dominated and came in first out 
of 49 teams to leave their mark in 
New York.
     “We have a strong presence at 
every meet,” Syroney says. Which 
they hope to prove in 
regionals.
     On the boys side, runner Tyler 
Zwolenik also feels that the team 
will go very far this season and 
that every team knows exactly 
who they are at every meet. He 
said that there is a Greater 
Cleveland Conference meet 
coming up that the Mustangs are 
hoping to be victorious at. 
Zwolenik shared that the team 
trains every day to reach for their 
goals in and out of meets. 
     “Every single runner on this 
team has a huge passion for 
running and doing their best day 
in and day out,” Zwolenik says.
This team works so hard every 
day to be where they are and to 
make Strongsville proud of them. 
A confident Zwolenik believes 
that there is no doubt that boys 
and girls can make it to states and 
regionals this year. They are 
waiting to show off that title!

of sports management and 
media. If anyone wants to ‘run 
with the Stampede,’ they can 
contact Coach Parsons.”
     While this is the first year of 
the class, the existence of the 
Stampede is a part of the class 
curriculum, hence the diligence 
of the student participants. The 
class activities include taking 
pictures of sporting events and 
updating the Stampede website 
and Twitter page. Throughout the 
year, the Stampede will continue 
to assist the student body by 
providing news catered the 
interests of the those attending 
Strongsville High School.

Lady Mustangs Win Sectionals! 

     The Lady Mustangs vol-
leyball team finished the regular 
season with a record of 18-4, 
while also beating out Elyria for 
first place in the Greater Cleve-
land 
Conference with a conference 
record of 13-1. 
     “So far we couldn’t have asked 
for a better season,” senior 
defensive specialist Anne 
Papandreas said. She is proud of 
their progress and sees 
potential for more success. The 
team, coached by T.R. Harker, 

Antonia Puzzitello
Journalist

aims to win the district title and 
be the first team in Strongsville 
volleyball history to make it to 
the state championship. 
     “I think we have lined 
ourselves up perfectly to do both 
of those things.” 
     The volleyball team also holds 
philanthropy in high regard. 
On Sept. 24, the Lady Mustangs 
held a fundraiser at their match 
against North Royalton to raise 
money for Pediatric Cancer. 
     “It was rewarding because 
we were able to contribute to 
something bigger than ourselves,” 
Papandreas said of the team.
Junior middle hitter Chase Cole 
has similar beliefs about the 

Stampede group photo taken by Lantern member: Hannah Moskowitz

Stampede logo created by Omar 
Qureshi

Photo of Jared Anderson taken from Strongnet.org

volleyball season so far. 
     “This season we are playing 
really well as a team and 
accomplishing a lot of the goals 
we have set for ourselves. I think 
our team this year for sure has 
the potential to get farther in 
postseason play than we have 
been in past years and I’m really 
looking forward to it.” The Lady 
Mustangs began postseason play 
on Oct. 20, defeating Lakewood 
in three sets and becoming 
sectional champions. 
     Their next match against 
Berea-Midpark will be for the 
district semi-finals, and will take 
place on Oct. 26.

Photo of Lady Mustangs after winning conference title

Lady Mustangs defeat Lakewood in three sets to become Sectional Champions 



Opinion 
Natalie Vennetti, 
Ryan Venter
Reviewers

   Located just down the way 
from the high school, Pizza Fire 
has caused quite a stir amongst 
the community and avid pizza 
fans. Garnering praise from its 
ravenous customers, it seemed 
as if the restaurant’s oven was 
capable of producing miracles. 
Eager to put the pizzeria to the 
test, we entered its doors on a 
beautiful Tuesday afternoon.
     The first thing that we noticed 
upon entering is that the interior 
has a modern design, natural 
lighting,trendy music and 
build-your-own-pizza setup 
similar to the vibe of Chipotle.
We decided to go for two pizza 
options: one pizza of our 
creation, and the other, a 
predetermined location themed 
pizza.
     We divided the first pizza so 
we could maximize the  
combinations of toppings . On 
one half, we had only mozzarella 

cheese in order to test what a 
regular cheese pizza may taste 
like. On the other half, we added 
pepperoni, green peppers and 
basil that had been picked 
straight off of a plant right before 
our eyes. Both sides had a 
majestic layer of Neapolitan 
Pizza Sauce below all the 
succulent toppings. 
    Next, we agreed to purchase 
“The Hollywood” pizza from the 
list of about 10 “predetermined” 
pizzas. This pizza was lathered 
with a layer of basil pesto sauce 
before being blessed with red 
peppers and chicken. In the 
heat of the moment, our server 
mistakenly added broccoli to 
the pizza, a blunder that can be 
expected from any employee to a 
very young business.   
    Our pizzas were thrown inside 
of an authentic Italian oven for 
about three minutes. While they 
baked, we ordered two drinks 
and a chocolate chip
cookie. We marveled at the size 
of the cookie as it was nearly the 
size of a frisbee.    Hoping for 
the best but expecting nothing 
spectacular due to their
mediocre appearances, we tasted 

Pizza Fire

Back To School Books: Me Before You by Jojo Moyes 

   Will was angry, inconsolable 
and unreachable. That is, until 
Louisa (Lou) Clark, the uniquely 
artistic and inexperienced 
caretaker hired by his mother, 
walked into his life.  A New 
York Times bestseller, Me Before 
You by Jojo Moyes explores the 
extraordinary power of love to 
unite people who could not 
possibly be more different.  Will 
was a traveler constantly seeking 
a new adventure until one day an 
accident confined his ambitious 
spirit into the body of a 
quadriplegic.  Lou on the other 
hand is perfectly happy with her 
organized, structured life until 
the cafe employing her closes, 
which forces her to seek a new 
job to support her family. 
      Their rocky relationship 

begins after Lou is hired to 
essentially cheer up Will.  The 
relationship revives excitement 
in the lives of both characters.  
However, when Lou learns that 
Will wishes to end his life at   
Dignitas, a Switzerland  

organization offering the option 
of self-assisted suicide, Lou is 
able to use her own lack of 
experience as an excuse to get 
Will out of the house in the 
hopes of changing his mind.
      This story gave me emotional 
whiplash. I scrambled 
frantically through the pages 
laughing at Will’s sarcasm, 
enchanted by Lou’s creative 
imagination and sobbing at every 
bump in the road.  Very similar 
to John Green’s The Fault in Our 
Stars, Moyes capitalizes on the 
opportunity to explore the 
impact of a tragic circumstance 
on young love and family ties as 
she delves into a level of 
emotional turmoil to which 
there never seems to be a correct 
response. 
      In a question and answer 
session, Moyes responds to a fan 
telling them that her inspiration 

for writing this novel came from 
“many things, but chiefly a news 
story in the UK, about a young 
man who had persuaded his
 parents to take him to Dignitas, 
after suffering a catastrophic 
accident. I wanted to understand 
why his parents would agree to 
such a thing” says Moyes. 
     The topic is definitely 
controversial 
and difficult to 
read without 
dissolving 
into a puddle 
of tears, but 
sometimes it 
is the 
uncertainty 
of a situation, 
the blurred 
moral lines, 

that make a story so great.  Mind 
blowing stories with these types 
of dilemmas give off an aura of 
unpredictability that cannot be 
replicated creating a one of a 
kind tale.  The angle certainly 
worked for Moyes and the 
success is evident in the 
emotional responses of her fans.

the plain cheese pieces first, 
followed by the pepperoni/green 
pepper pieces and finally ending 
with “The Hollywood”. 
    After tasting all three variances 
of pie, we concluded that “The 
Hollywood” was the most 
desirable of the three, followed by 
the plain cheese and 
pepperoni/red pepper pizzas. 
“The Hollywood’s” basil pesto 
sauce popped off of the dough, 
taking our taste buds on journeys 
to another world. Unfortunately, 
the broccoli that had been 
incorrectly added muffled the 
overall joy of the  pizza. The 
cheese pizza wasn’t anything 
special: greasy, messy, and cheesy 
with an unapologetically soft 
crust. It reminded us of 
store-bought pizzas that you only 
eat after giving in to your guilty 
desires for food at 2 am on a 

Grace Mutti 
Reviewer

October 2016 The Lantern

Photo credit to Empire Cinemas

D1

Atmosphere: 9/10
With great interior 

lighting and a friendly envi-
ronment, the 

atmosphere of Pizza Fire 
scored the highest in our 

minds.

Service: 6/10
With friendly but 

inexperienced 
employees, it was 

difficult to give the 
service rating higher than 

6/10.

Food: 6/10
With below-average pizza, 

the only thing that salvaged 
this score was the cookie. 
The restaurant should be 

renamed to 
“Cookie Fire”

Price 7/10
With drinks set at about 

$2.50, the cookie at $2.00, 
and pizzas ranging from 

$6.49- $8.49, we agreed that 
one could easily 

satisfy their hunger. 

The final results of our experience, based upon a scale of 1-10, 1 being terrible, 10 being outstanding.

CoreLife Eatery Revolutionizes Healthy Dining

     CoreLife Eatery, a healthy 
fast-casual restaurant, opened its 
doors to Strongsville in August 
at the Commons at Southpark 
Plaza (formerly Giant Eagle). 
After several locations in New 
York, CoreLife believed 
Northeast Ohio was ready for a 
new take on healthy, clean eating 
in a casual setting. 
     “Control your destiny. Get 
in the game and play to win.” 
CoreLife’s core values, no pun 
intended, are shaped around 
creating healthier attitudes and 
lifestyles. Since CoreLife began 
in Syracuse, New York, they have 
been revolutionizing healthy 
dining and have begun to spread 
their business to the Midwest, 
beginning with Strongsville.  
CoreLife Eatery’s menu is 

comprised of three key elements: 
greens, grains, and bone broth. 
Their products are sustainably 
raised and grown by local 
farmers. Dave Heflin, head coach 
of CoreLife Eatery, states, “We go 
as local as we can get it. We don’t 
want to go to Syracuse, New 
York to get our produce. We 
don’t know how old it is then, 
and here we know.” 
     Their no-shortcuts policy 
leads to food free of hormones, 
antibiotics, GMOs, trans-fats 
and artificial additives; 
fueling their customers with the 
best-quality ingredients possible. 
Fan-favorites, as told by 
employee, Morgan Hyun, 
include the Apple Cider Green 
Tea, Southwest Chicken Salad, 
and the Chicken and Rice 
Noodles Grain Bowl. I, 
personally, am a fan of the 

Sarah Palocko
Journalist

Saturday night. 
      Finally, the other 
half of our customized pizza 
failed to please. The combination 
of all of its toppings did not work 
nearly as well as that of “The 
Hollywood”. Unless you have a 
general idea of which toppings 
compliment each other, it was 
harder to create-your-own pizza 
that would taste as good as the 
“predetermined” options.  
     Following the consumption 
of our pizzas, we quickly turned 
to the chocolate chip cookie, a 
marvel to look at and a mystery 
to wonder of. With a crunchy 
outside, a soft, gooey center and 
a delicious barrage of chocolate, 
the cookie took our minds off of 
the average pizzas and propelled 
us into a universe of flavor. The 
cookie was so delightful that 
we began craving more . We 

devoured that cookie, 
leaving nothing but a few 
scattered crumbs and streaks 
of chocolate surrounding our 
mouths. Having been enlightened 
by the grace of the cookie we had 
just inhaled, we began to debate. 
Deciding on an overall score of 
7/10, we both 
agreed that we probably would 
not return to the restaurant 
frequently, but it might be fun to 
go with a group every once-in-
a-while. Although we hope the 
service mistakes and shaky pizza 
creation will improve with time, 
we left Pizza Fire a bit 
disappointed. 
    However, we did gain a true 
understanding of what a good 
chocolate chip cookie should 
taste like!

Southwest Chicken Salad, and 
other than the excess dressing, 
the healthy meal was refreshing 
and delightful. 
     CoreLife is also bringing a 
new vibe to the Strongsville food 
scene, using an ordering style 
similar to Chipotle and a spa-
cious seating area similar to a sit 
down restaurant, this fast-casual 
dining experience is something 
new and refreshing for 
Strongsville foodies. This 
personalized choice was a great 
way to reinvent the pre made 
options, or make a whole new 
bowl, perfect for each individual. 
The environment of CoreLife 
plays a large role in their 
customer’s’ experience. As Hyun 
affirms, “It’s a really team-based 
restaurant...everyone is working 
together to give customers the 

best experience.” Even, “behind 
the scenes...all the managers, too, 
are really supportive.” 
     Their mission to create 
positive, healthy attitudes begins 
with their own working 
environment. This mission is 
already resonating well with 
Strongsville customers; 
“Everyday, I’ll hear people say, 
‘It’s so great to have a healthy 
option, I’m coming here 
everyday,’” Hyun says.
      This is fast dining where 
parents can feed their kids 
something other than junk, can 
take home healthy meals for the 
week, or can simply grab and go 
after work. As Heflin said, “A lot 
of restaurants have healthy 
options, but we have only healthy 
options,” which truly sets 
CoreLife apart from its 
competitors. CoreLife is 

redefining the boundaries of fast 
food. I really enjoyed the break 
from the classic to-go foods. 
     The pride that CoreLife exudes 
for its food and its message is 
astounding. Their food is only 
worth using if they see it with 
their own eyes and deal with the 
products from scratch. “We want 
to be transparent,” says Heflin. 
This idea is taken literally, as 
customers are able to look right 
through the transparent, 
plexiglass divider in front of them 
to see and choose their fresh 
ingredients. “When you’re 
offering all of these fresh 
ingredients, you want to be able 
to showcase them,” Heflin states.
    With expertly crafted food, 
a positive atmosphere, and a 
confident team, it is hard to beat 
the healthy dining experience of 
CoreLife Eatery. 
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Autumn Adventure
   Hannah Moskowitz
   Columnist

     Leaves are changing and the 
temperature is dropping. The 
perfect way to spend a cool, fall 
night is on a hayride with friends. 
The fun concept of a tractor or 
horse-drawn wagon filled with 
hay became extremely popular 
during the fall as well as haunted 
hayrides and pumpkin patch 
hayrides.
     Every Saturday from Oct 
6-22 from 6-10 p.m., the Cha-
let in Strongsville’s Mill Stream 
Run Reservation offer hayrides 
to the public. Enjoy a tractor 
pulled hayride operating rain 
or shine. Tickets cost $9, and 
rides leave every 30 minutes. 
Seats are served on a first-come, 
first-served basis, however res-
ervations can be made for group 
hayrides. Also, reservations can 
be made for days other than 
Saturdays. 
     The inexpensive concession 
stand inside of the Chalet will 
be open during public hours so 
snacks, hot chocolate and coffee 

Munshower Mishaps
Joanne Munshower
Columnist

can be purchased before or after 
your ride. 
     Music and dancing along with 
many family oriented activities 
will be included at the Chalet on 
Saturdays. With activities like 
line and square dancing, face 
painting, balloon twisting, crafts, 
games with prizes and a kids 
scavenger hunt, this is the perfect 
opportunity for babysitters. Take 
the kids you babysit to a fun, 
low-cost night at the Chalet.
     Take in these fall weekends 
because before you know it, the 
temperature will drop and the 
Chalet will be getting ready to 
open up the toboggan chutes. 
Closings or changed operating 
hours will be posted on Cleve-
land Metroparks Facebook page. 
Enjoy yourself and be safe this 
fall and Halloween!
For reservations call:
(440)-572-9990.

     School has already been 
in session for over a month, yet 
being a freshman can still seem 
new and stressful. Ninth grade 
is a time to grow personally and 
academically. All of your new 
responsibilities can add up and 
seem too overwhelming, but nev-
er fear I have some advice that 
can hopefully help you make it 
through this whirlwind of a year.  
   Always stay to 
the right in the hallways. Yes, I 

know you are prob-
ably saying to your-

self, “Allie I already know that, 
I do it everyday.” Well, last year 
that is what I thought, until I did 
not stay to the right and I almost 
got ran over. Upperclassmen also 
tend to get very annoyed if they     
have to constantly move around 
freshman, so make sure to stay 
on everyone’s good side and just 
stay to the right of the hallway.
     
Stay on top of all your school 
priorities. If you have a long-term 

The Nerd’s Corner 
Advice for Freshmen

Allie Monyak
Columnist

teacher, but they are willing to 
answer your questions and help 
you. They want to see you 
succeed, it is their job. Do not 
worry, they will not bite you. If 
you need the help, they will 
either be able to help you 
personally or find someone else 
who can.
     Five. Use the resources 

that are given to 
you. For example, 

use the Chromebooks that you 
got at the beginning of the year. 
Also, check out the media center 
because it is full of great tools 
and a helpful staff. Right now it is 
located in room 604 and there is 
not a lot of space but you can still 
use it if you forget to print out a 
paper or need to look something 
up. If the media center is full, 
check out the academic lab. It is 
in the lunchroom during periods 
1,2,3,7 and 8, but is in room 303 
during lunch periods. The 
academic lab is staffed with 
teachers and peer tutors who are 

always more than willing to help 
students out.

    Six. The most impor-
tant thing to do is 

to have fun. Most of you will only 
be a ninth grader once, so make 
sure to make the most of it. Take 
a break from school work and 
hang out with friends. Attend as 
many school sponsored events as 
possible, and always show off 
your school spirit. 

Seven.Enjoy your nine 
months as a ninth 

grader because senior year will be 
here before you know it.
  

Unpopular 
Opinons

     Do you ever find yourself 
beet red and wishing you could 
reverse the embarassing event 
that just took place? Whether 
this feeling was from falling 
in public, sending a text to the 
wrong person, or running into a 
glass door- we’ve all been there. 
Everyone has the occasional hu-
miliating moment, and I, for one, 
am prone to embarrassment and 
moments of terrible luck. 
     This is the tale about a series 
of unlucky events that ends with 
me dancing in a hot dog costume 
to scare away a criminal. Unfor-
tunately, this is a true story. It 
was the Fourth of July and my 
spirits were as high as the flags 
raised across the Myrtle Beach 
coastline. I was on vacation with 
my friend and we were having a 
blast.
     As the sun started to set, 
several families started to arrange 
fireworks to shoot that night. As 
the show began, a small firework 
was knocked off track and began 
to shoot directly at my friend and 
me, and we dodged the danger-
ous beams of heat without any 
injuries. Suddenly, a teenaged 
boy appeared to make sure we 
were okay. He seemed like the 
whole package- cute, smart, and 
funny. Naturally, I pretended to 
be a little shaken up as an excuse 
to talk to him. I never have great 
luck with guys, but it seemed like 
this one was into me! After hours 
of spying on him from the pool 
and using my friend’s cousin as 
a wingman, I was ready to make 
my move.
     After talking for a while, my 
friend’s cousin pulled me aside to 
inform me that after an extensive 
internet search, he found out 

that the boy who liked me was a 
criminal! He has been arrested 
several times for stealing, drugs 
and having weapons on him. I 
looked back over to where this 
guy was sitting and desperately 
wanted to leave. I knew that I 
could not just ditch him because 
we would see each other around 
the hotel and who knows how he 
would handle rejection. I decided 
that the most logical option 
would be to change his opinion 
about me by doing ridiculous and 
embarrassing things. Foolproof, 
right? I acted dorky, ate like a pig, 
and was simply obnoxious. Noth-
ing worked! He kept coming back 
to hang out with me.
     Finally my friend lent me 
her hot dog costume, which she 
brought for a funny video we 
planned to create alongside our 
compilation of terrible twitter 
videos. I reluctantly put on the 
giant meat costume and I danced 
around the lobby that was filled 
with unknowing adults and the 
boy, explaining to him that it was 
my passion. That seemed to do 
the trick. He left me just as fast as 
my dignity did.
     The moral of the story is: 
strangers will likely be a little 
strange and to combat this, 
always bring a spare hot dog cos-
tume in case of emergencies.
     If you ever feel like curling up 
into a ball and hiding for eternity 
because of a mortifying experi-
ence, just remember that it could 
be worse.

Photo courtest of Alamy Stock Images

     “I do not like scary movies 
because I like to relax and enjoy 
myself when I’m watching not be 
on edge the whole time” 
-Sarah Palocko

     “I do not like rap music be-
cause I think music should have 
a positive message, it gives me a 
headache and I can’t listen to it in 
front of my parents.” 
-Joanne Munshower

     “I do not like VSCO because 
it is too difficult to navigate and 
I feel like it has the same concept 
as Instagram” -Jaret Reimer

     “I do not like pumpkins. I 
think they are just mushy disap-
pointing gourds that we have 
been brainwashed to like.”
-Lauren Gregory 

     “I like astronomy because I 
have always loved space and the 
subject” -Jon Hockaday

     “I do not like country music 
because it is only about girls, 
drinking and farm equipment” 
-Hannah Moskowitz

     “I do not like doughnuts be-
cause the sugar sits in my mouth, 
and I feel disgusting afterwards. 
I do however like asparagus 
because it makes my tastebuds 
dance” -Mr. Klein 

     “I do not like dogs because 
they lick, bark and leave hair 
everywhere” -Erica Snyder

     “I like math because I have 
always been good at it” 
-Jaclyn Boscarello

     “I do not like going to varsity 
football games because they do 
not interest me at all” 
-Lexi Thompson

     “I like AP Literature because 
I enjoy analyzing the deeper 
meaning of the text” -Riley Wil-
liams

     “I do not like snakes because 
the way they shed their skin, they 
feel weird and their fangs scare 
me” -Amanda Myers

     “I hate jello because of its 
texture” -Connor Donahue

     “I like work because it makes 
me feel more accomplished” 
-Audrey O’Bryon

     “I do not like Cedar Point 
because I am scared of roller 
coasters” -Madison Turk

     “I do not like the new park-
ing lot because it does not have 
assigned parking” 
-Connor Noonan

assignment, make 
sure to do a little at 
a time so work does 

not pile up. Try to make sure you 
are not completing all assign-
ments the night before they are 
due. In ninth grade, you have 
the opportunity to develop new 
habits, so make sure they are 
good ones.
 
Be a part of 
something at SHS, and join a club 

or sport. 
Joining an extracur-
ricular helps you 

to make friends and learn more 
about your community here 
at SHS. Doing extra activities 
can help you meet and become 
friends to new people, and grow 
close with people who share 
common interests with you.

Four.
If you are struggling, 

talk to your teacher. It might be 
hard to go up and talk to your 

Strongsville students and teachers 
weigh in on things they like that 
no one else does, or do not like 
that everyone else seems to love.

One.

Two.

Three.

Check out the media center for a 
great read and helpful resources



Morgan Pinzone
Escorted by parents 
Frank and Chrissy 

Pinzone

Member of DECA, Key 
Club, Medical Careers Club, and 

part-time employee at Robeks

Future plans include attending 
The Ohio State University for un-
dergraduate, University of North 
Carolina Chapel Hill for graduate 
school and finally becoming a 
pediatrician
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     Pumpkin spice, bonfires and 
Friday football, oh my! While 
these fall, suburbanite traditions 
are certainly favorites, they stand 
no chance when it comes to 
homecoming. The homecoming 
tradition has grown leaps and 
bounds, going from a modest 
gathering of students filled with 
school pride to a shirtless string 
of men clad with HOCO on 
their chests, followed by limos 
and fashion rivalry. So how, you 
ask, has such an event become a 
staple in American society?
     Many attribute University of 
Missouri with the first modern 
homecoming in 1911. Their 
original model, consisting of 
a football game and parade to 
welcome their students into 
a new year, caught on to high 
schools and universities across 
the country. Who knew it would 
evolve into a week of grandpas, 
safaris and school colors in the 
classroom leading up to a large 
gathering of students tweeting 
the belief that, their school will 
win the game. Homecoming 
week is only the pre-game for the 
classic one-night new school year 
celebration of indecent teens and 
killer dance moves. Yes, that is 
right, the homecoming dance. 
     Homecoming dances are for 
showing a different side of your 
day-to-day homeless-chic look, 
singing too loud, and dancing 
too hard. The iTunes Top 50 and 
the occasional “Come On Eileen” 
and “Drops of Jupiter” classics 
resonate in the ears of students 

as they  powerfully lip-sync with 
a nearby friend. And if luck may 
have it, the homecoming queen 
will tear up her crown, Mean 
Girls style, and launch a piece of 
glory your way.
     Homecoming court is the end 
all, be all of human existence; 
if you are not on homecom-
ing court, you are most likely 
disliked by everyone and will 
amount to nothing in the future, 
right? Homecoming court has 
developed over the numerous 
years as a symbol of recogni-
tion of excellence within schools 
and universities, mattering for a 
whopping total of 1 week. These 
queens and kings are honored 
under the Friday night lights, 
just like true, good-ol’ fashioned 
royalty. Someone grab the leaf 
fans and grapes! 
     As a wise man, presumably 
a brooding high school teen, 
Charles Dickens, once said, “It 
was the best of times. It was the 
worst of times.” Although high 
school is experienced in so many 
different ways, homecoming 
gives us all a chance to belong to 
a community and a home, only if 
for a night.

Loco for Hoco: 
A Brief History of the 
Homecoming Dance
Sarah Palocko
Columnist

And the Winner Is...

A Strongman Victory for 
Another Brick in the Walz
Joanne Munshower
Journalist

Second place team, Read Between the Lines

Luccia Moffitt Takes the Crown

Katie Anderson
Escorted by parents, Ed and Grace 

Anderson

President of Spanish National 
Honor Society, Varsity Football 
Cheerleader, member of National 
Honor Society

Future plans include attending 
The Ohio State University and 
pursuing a degree in Education

Luccia Moffitt
Escorted by mom Jean Moffitt

Member of National Honor So-
ciety, Mustangs Mentors, DECA, 
Cantorum, Cleveland Clinic 
Volunteer, Lead singer of One 
Take musical group

Future plans include earning a 
degree in Marketing and Music 
from Kent State University

Emma Hugney
Escorted by her par-
ents, Amy and Brad 
Cormier and Jerry 

Hugney

Emma is DARE Role 
Model, as well as member 
of Key Club ,member of  Year-
book Club, Lemonberry Frozen 
Yogurt Employee

Future plans are to pursue a 
career in Nursing 

Carmella DiCola
Escorted by parents Louisa and 

Rick DiCola

Member of Varsity Girls Soccer

Future Plans include studying 
Sports Medicine and becoming 
a personal trainer or traveling 
trainer with sports team

Members of Another Brick in the Walz holding up their 
championship trophy

     The Strongman competition 
brought out the competitive side 
of the students at Strongsville 
High School during Homecom-
ing Week. The competition 
pitted 12 student-teacher teams 
up against each other. After a 
ruthless week consisting of bottle 
flipping, lip synching, clothing 
relays, soccer skills and more, 
four teams were left to battle for 
that prestigious first place prize. 

     The whole week of competi-
tion led up to this final moment, 
a cutthroat game of tug-of-war. 
The teams facing off in the final 
tug-of-war competition were 
Craigslist, captained by English 
Teacher Kim Craigs,Team Sanz, 
captained by Spanish Teacher 
Janet Sansavera, Read Between 
the Lines, captained by Eng-
lish Teacher Carol McKnight, 
and Another Brick in the Walz, 
captained by Special Education 
Teacher Ann Walz. 

     After defeating Craigslist, 
Another Brick in the Walz went 
head-to-head against McKnight’s 
team. After a courageous battle, 
Another Brick in the Walz pre-
vailed, proving that they are the 
most worthy team in the entire 
school. Teacher Ann Walz at-
tributes the team’s success to the 
help provided by Strongsville’s 
football team. “The football team 
was so cool because they got us 
into a huddle and helped us get 
pumped up,” explained Walz.
     The success from Walz’s team 
has been a talking point amongst 
all of her classes. The win has 
given the students a much need-
ed morale boost, and has helped 
spark more pride in themselves. 
“They are so excited, everyone of 
them had to take a picture with 
the trophy,” Walz stated. 
     This year’s Strongman was a 
success, and all teams enjoyed 
themselves. Nice job to all of 
the teams who participated, you 
made this year’s contest one to 
remember. A final congratula-
tions to Another Brick in the 
Walz, we hope your victory will 
stay sweet.

Cheerleaders providing pep for 
the students

Ann Walz and Cody Reed 
showing off the first place trophy 

Tommy Chy poses with his team’s 
trophy
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