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Do something great today. It will be in The Lantern tomorrow.



     It would be impossible to miss 
the new Raising Cane’s in Strongs-
ville. The restaurant has become 
one of the city’s most popular lo-
cations, with about 4,000 custom-
ers on opening day. Now may be 
the ideal time to try out the famous 

Cane’s chicken fingers for those 
who haven’t had a chance to yet. 
The long lines may seem off put-
ting, but according to sophomore 
Lisa Naser, the food was well worth 
the wait. She stated, “the service 
was good,” despite the number of 
people, and the wait was about five 
to ten minutes. The turnout was 
expected by the restaurant, and 
explains the large team of 90 staff 
members. However, as school has 
started business has begun to slow 
down. 
     

Highly Anticipated 
Cane’s Opening
Munira Odetallah | Journalist

     A Day at the Chalet was a 
Strongsville tradition featuring 
entertainment, music, dance, art, 
and hands-on craft activities for 
children. Located at the Chalet in 
the Metroparks just off Pearl Road, 
families and children enjoyed a 
relaxing day filled with culture. 
A Day at the Chalet took part on 
Sept. 16 from noon to five. It was a 
free event available for all ages and 
interests.
     Multiple artists interacted with 
adults and children, and showcased 
their unique gifts and artwork that 
are available for sale. Other than 
crafts and arts, face-painting and 
temporary tattoos were another 
unique display of entertainment, 
from former high-school students 
as well as National Art Honor Soci-

Strongsville Community 
Comes Together for A Day 
At The Chalet

Jules Pivovar | Journalist
ety volunteers. The entertainment 
schedule includes the Strongsville 
City Jazz Swing Band, the Cleveland 
Junior Tamburitzans, the Yume 
Daiko Japanese Drum Group, The 
Mustang Express, The Entertainer, 
and Jazz Energy. The Strongsville 
High School Mustang Express, the 
high school’s show choir, is fea-
tured at the Chalet and they will 
be performing their famed Disney 
Princess Tea production.
     Hamburgers, hot dogs, pizza, 
soda, and water are available for 
purchase at the event. Strongsville 
High School, the sponsors, as well 
as the Chalet coordinators are 
looking forward to seeing families, 
adults, and children revel in the art 
community and enjoy a day jam-
packed with Strongsville spirit!

     General manager Anthony Anelli 
recommends trying “our Box Com-
bo, it comes with everything we 
serve on our limited menu,” which 
includes chicken fingers, fries, cole-
slaw, Texas Toast, and Cane’s secret 
sauce. He added, “Our signature 
made in house sauce ties it all to-
gether.”
     For anyone who wants to drop 
by, Cane’s is opened from 10:30 AM 
to 11:00 PM from Sunday to Thurs-
day, and open until 12 AM on Fri-
day and Saturday. 

News | A1
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     Brittany Leonard is one of SHS’s newest special education teachers. Leonard 
grew up in Parma and even received her BA in Special Education at Kent State. She 
graduated Magna Cum Laude in 2017, and changed her major from Journalism to 
Special Education after working with The Help Foundation. Leonard also volunteers 
at Camp Cheerful, where she spends most of her time teaching others how to ride 
horses, which she has been doing since she was twelve.

      This year the senior class has been issued chromebooks to complete their school work, a decision that has 
been in process before the school year even started. Fowler, the media center specialist, is very excited for the 
senior issued chromebooks, especially because most the teachers have a majority of their work online. 
      The issued out chromebooks came from the carts around the school and were old chromebooks that will 
be no longer in use since ¾ of grades already have chromebooks. Ms. Fowler is extremely enthusiastic about 
the chromebooks being issued out and for this opportunity to arise for the senior students.
      Even the students are thrilled about the new development in lending out technology. Jason Sorensen, a 
senior,  said,  “It’s great for the students, especially if they don’t have a computer at home or if their parents are 
working on the computer. It is convenient and really helps with the online work.”
      SHS is eager to see how this will play out and to the extent this will help the online classwork.

     Jeremy Jenkins is SHS’s newest English teacher. Jenkins is originally from Ten-
nessee but decided to move to Stow, Ohio in 2008. He received his BA in English and 
Theatre from Cumberland University. After immersing himself the Cleveland theatre 
scene, Jenkins then decided to pursue a license for secondary education at CSU. 
Since moving to Ohio, Jenkins has performed in 70 productions and even has an up-
coming performance in December. He is now the advisor to new Drama Club at SHS.

     Meagan Fowler was born on the West side of Cleveland and attended Valley 
Forge High School, but now lives in Lakewood with her husband and 2 cats. Fowler 
finished her undergraduate degree at three different universities, and briefly lived in 
England for her Master’s Degree. She found herself interested in facts and research, 
which motivated her to become a librarian. “I found out that I loved working with 
teenagers and decided that I wanted to continue working in a high school as a librar-
ian.”

     Brian Edmonds was born and raised in Medina and graduated in 1996 and 
continued his education at University of Dayton in American Studies. He then earned 
a Master’s degree from Notre Dame College and then went to teach at the Posi-
tive Education Program in Cleveland. Edmonds has consistently worked in education 
programs, and described his passion in education: “I have always been interested in 
special education and the unique opportunities to build relationships and teach life 
lessons that come from it.”

     Before SHS, Heather Coblentz was a counselor previously at Albion and 
Strongsville Middle Schools. She was born and raised in Westlake, OH and earned her 
degree at Miami University in Science Education, then Master’s in school counseling 
and clinical counseling. She currently lives in Avon with her husband and 16 month 
old daughter. She is most excited to build relationships with her students: “I feel for-
tunate to get the opportunity to support students in working towards achieving their 
future career goals.”

Welcome to SHS                
News | A2

Well-Loved Chromebooks Given To Seniors            Susie Alley  | Journalist
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Student 
Spotlight:
Daoud
Naser, 
Varsity
Football
Salah Alkhatib |Sports Opinion

“What he has 
done for this 

program is truly 
amazing” 

-Coach Lou Cirino

     Strongsville High School foot-
ball player, junior Daoud Naser, is 
a spectacular force on the field. 
   Repping the number 26 and 
playing the safety position, he 
strikes down the opposing team 
obliterating the competition every 
game.
     Daoud has been playing foot-
ball all his life.  “My dad signed me 
up for football as soon as I was old 
enough to play and I’ve stuck with 
it ever since,” Naser said.
     The varsity team has a winning 
record of 3-1 and is on the path 
to victory. Even through the low-
est of points, Daoud always stays 
true to remembering “the sacrific-
es the team had made, especially 
during the offseason.”
      Daoud wants to help the team 
to the playoffs and eventually, the 
state championship. 
     Head Coach Lou Cirino praised 
Daoud saying, “What he has done 
for this program is truly amaz-
ing, he’s a selfless player.” Coach 
also commented on his commit-
ment, saying “one of his goals this 
offseason was to hang clean 225 
pounds and to see him accom-
plish that even through Ramadan, 
a holy month of fasting, was just 
wonderful.”

     Starting from a young age to the 
now all-star varsity player, Daoud 
Naser, has some tips to share. He ad-
vises young players to, “Stay patient 
and be ready when your number is 
called because you never know when 
you’ll get your opportunity.”
     Daoud’s power as an athlete is 
endless, and his game is strength-
ening daily with the support of his 
team, highschool, and peers.

Sports | B1



     The athletic administration 
here at Strongsville High is go-
ing through some major changes. 
Longtime Athletic Director Andy 
Jalwan stepped down from his post 
at the beginning of the summer. 
Raymond Ebersole has come out 
of retirement to help run things for 
our Mustangs, serving as the In-
terim Athletic Director until Jan. 2, 
2019. 
     The 2015 National Interscho-
lastic Athletic Administrators Asso-
ciation (NIAAA) Distinguished Ser-
vice Award winner spent the past 
14 years as an Athletic Director at 
Hudson High School. He says that 
his main objective during his tenure 
here is to “provide an interim sta-

bility for this outstanding athletic 
program.”  
     Ebersole worked as a statistician 
for North Olmsted and as Director 
of Community Relations and Play-
er Outreach for the the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. After interning for the 
Cavs, Ebersole said he had found 
his career in athletic administration. 
He then moved to Hudson.
     Ebersole went on to describe 
why he found interest in specifi-
cally high school administration,“I 
just love the energy of young peo-
ple and sports. In the high school 
setting it’s more education based, 
however professionally and even 
collegiately it’s more about the 
money. Here we can help students 

Lady Mustangs 
Kicking Off the Season
Bilal Haider |  Sports Writer

     The Strongsville High School girls soccer team is on the rise. Jon Fel-
ton, chemistry teacher and member of the coaching staff, provided some 
insight to why. Starting off with the areas that could use some improve-
ment, Felton explained that every team has their holes. The team starts 
with an amazingly tough schedule bringing out the defensive flaws. “Fac-
ing better teams early on allows us to really improve our game so we can 
be prepared for the future,” he says. 
     These athletes work hard for scholarship offers. Many players in the 
starting lineup have been offered scholarships and some have already 
committed. Usually there are six or seven who commit Division 1, and then 
4 or 5 that commit Division 2 or Division 3. 
     Coach Felton credits Todd Church, the head coach, for designing their 
schedule for the year. Their idea was to allow the team to warm up early 
on and to get ready for the later parts of the season, including the play-
offs. “No one prepares you for an undefeated season, but this team has 
really done an amazing job to keep there wins alive and put them in a spot 
where they can take on Medina and Brunswick who are nationally ranked,” 
he says.
      To top it all off, Felton truly has a passion for coaching. Some things 
Felton likes about coaching is that he gets to see them fail 100 times, and 
then watch them improve 100 times. It’s a neverending process of the in-
dividual, the team, and the district improving. 

Athletic Director: Ebersole for the Assist   Shahzeb  Malik | Sports Writer

during their learning period.” 
     As of Sept. 6, Dennis Ziegler, Ath-
letic Director of East High School in 
the West Bend School District in 
Wisconsin has been approved as 
the new Athletic Director. For the 
next few months the district looks 
forward to Ebersole’s guidance and 
wishes him the best!

Sports | B2
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Believe in Something, But Educate Yourself     
Opinions | C1

     Colin Kaepernick’s recent Nike ad-
vertisement has been the subject of 
both significant praise and scrutiny in 
the last few weeks. 
Kaepernick, who was quarterback for 
the San Francisco 49ers from 2011 to 
2016, caused a great deal of controver-
sy starting in the 2016 NFL preseason 
when he was seen sitting, and later 
kneeling, during the national anthem 
as a way to silently protest racial injus-
tice and police brutality in America. 
Kaepernick’s actions caused a chain re-
action, with professional athletes of all 
backgrounds and leagues kneeling or 
remaining in the locker room during 
the playing of the U.S. national anthem.
     On Sept. 2–the day that the partner-
ship with Nike was made public–many 
people took to burning their Nike ap-
parel as a way to show their aversion 
towards Kaepernick and his move-
ment. One mayor in Louisiana went so 
far as to ban Nike products from being 
used in his city’s recreational depart-
ments, only to reverse that action just 
days later. Following the commercial’s 
release on Sept. 5, The New York Post 
reported that Nike’s stock lost $3.3 bil-
lion, only for them to gain it all back in 
a week. Also, despite backlash and calls 
for boycotts, Time published an article 
reporting that the company’s sales in-
creased 31%.
     The main issue that Kaepernick 
raised is whether or not kneeling dur-
ing the national anthem is considered 
patriotic. On one side of the debate lie 
those who view Kaepernick’s actions as 

nothing more than a peaceful protest, 
whereas others view them as disrespect-
ful to the United States, its flag, and the 
men and women in the military. In Sep-
tember of 2017, Eric Reid, Kaepernick’s 
former teammate who joined him in 
taking a knee, wrote in an op-ed piece 
for the New York Times, “We chose to 
kneel because it’s a respectful gesture. 
I remember thinking our posture was 
like a flag flown at half-mast to mark a 
tragedy.”  
     In an interview with NFL Media on 
Aug. 27, 2016, Kaepernick said, “I am 
not going to stand up to show pride in 
a flag for a country that oppresses black 
people and people of color… There are 
bodies in the street and people getting 
paid leave and getting away with mur-
der.”
     Standing for the flag, in the eyes 
of Kaepernick, means to stand for the 
years of abuse and suffering that Afri-
can Americans experienced, whereas 
for his opposers, they are standing to 
honor their country. 
     Despite Kaepernick’s choice to kneel, 
not all members of the military felt the 
effects of his intended respect. For the 
men and women who have served in 
the United States military, it is difficult 
to rally behind someone who is disre-
specting the country they fought so 
hard to protect. The national anthem is 
often viewed as a way to honor not only 
the United States, but also its armed 
forces.
Taya Kyle, wife of Chris Kyle, a decorat-
ed sniper of the U.S. military who was 
killed in 2013, reacted strongly to Nike’s 
ad, and encapsulated many of its criti-
cisms. In a Facebook post, Kyle wrote: 
“How about other warriors? Warriors 
who will not be on magazine covers, 
who will not get lucrative contracts and 
millions of followers from their actions 
and who have truly sacrificed every-
thing… THAT is sacrificing everything 
for something they believe in.” 
By promoting Kaepernick and his pro-

tests, Nike, as many spectators have 
said, is overlooking the hardships and 
sacrifices that members of the military 
have made.
In spite of the controversy, Kaepernick 
taking a knee was a significant moment 
in recent sports history. Choosing to 
use his place in the public eye as a way 
to promote change and bring attention 
to serious issues faced by people of col-
or in the America, he paved the way for 
other athletes to do the same.
     Racial incidents occur every day, and 
if we do not discuss the underlying is-
sues that face our nation, we will never 
be able to grow for the better. A major-
ity of people who are opposed to Kae-
pernick and his protests often do not 
understand why he believes it was nec-
essary for him to kneel; they are either 
in the police force–which plays a con-
siderable role in the racial issues in the 
United States–or they are not a racial 
minority. Without the proper informa-
tion on why Kaepernick and others are 
refusing to support a country that has 
repeatedly demeaned and shown hos-
tility to African Americans, they will 
continue to disagree with his choices. 
Having a broader worldview and appre-
ciating differences in opinions emerges 
from education by someone who has 
had different life experiences. 
     This conflict has divided the country, 
but it is offering learning opportunities 
for those involved and those follow-
ing from afar. It can allow people to be 
open to talking about world or personal 
problems that affect them and to use 
their voice for what they’re passionate 
about. People on both sides have been 
speaking their thoughts about Kaeper-
nick, but those who don’t support him 
are arguing the wrong points. As a na-
tion, we shouldn’t be questioning his 
choice of objection to the anthem or if 
his actions were justified. We should be 
asking why, in 2018, peaceful protests 
are more threatening than the issue the 
protest is focusing on. 

Editorial | The Lantern Editorial Staff



     If it isn’t evident from all the in-
ternet memes and merchandise, In-
finity War has become not just the 
movie of the year, but the movie of 
our generation, setting new stan-
dards for blockbuster films. But 
how did they do it? After all, mak-
ing over 2 billion dollars is no small 
feat. From the wise-cracking char-
acters casually quoted in everyday 
conversations to the compelling 
stories that’s captivated its fans 
for years, many key factors played 
an important role in Infinity War’s 
groundbreaking success.
     First, we have to understand just 
how much preparation the Marvel 
franchise put into setting up this 

movie. Tracing all the way back to 
the first Iron Man movie in 2008, di-
rectors and story writers were care-
fully developing complex plots and 
characters. For 10 YEARS, Marvel 
has been building up its fan base, 
subtly introducing us to the idea 
of Infinity Stones, and giving us a 
long-rooted history and emotional 
connection to their franchise.
      We also can’t forget all the effort 
Marvel put into cutting-edge spe-
cial effects. According to Christian 
Sylt, a writer for Forbes magazine, 
of the $321.2 million that went into 
Infinity War, a large part of it was 
spent on breathtaking galactic im-
ages, mind-blowing action packed 
fights, and impressive CGI charac-
ters such as Thanos and his minions. 
It’s an impressive sight to the eyes.
      And then there’s the actors, many 
of whom rose to fame via their Mar-
vel character. From the quick-witted 
and snarky Robert Downey Jr, to all 
the Chrises the ladies swoon over, 
to long-respected actors like Bene-
dict Cumberbatch, surely there’s at 
least one superbly-acted character 
that you care for throughout the 
movie.

      Speaking of characters, let’s take 
a quick moment to discuss the vil-
lain, Thanos. With his desire to cor-
rect an overpopulated universe by 
randomly wiping out half of the 
population, he’s the best type of vil-
lain possible: evil in action, but not 
in purpose. After all, coping with 
an overpopulated world is a prob-
lem we as a species struggle with, 
and are unsure of how to fix. Tha-
nos may be going about fixing this 
problem wrong, but you can’t deny 
that his heart’s in the right place. 
He appeals to the deep thinker in 
all of us, challenging us to come up 
with a better solution to this moral 
dilemma.
      Infinity War is an action- and 
comedy-packed adventure filled 
with interactions between well-
loved characters, some of the finest 
special effects cinematic history has 
ever seen, and an ideology that al-
lows you to dive deep into its pur-
pose for those who desire to, mak-
ing it enjoyable to all audiences.
Most importantly, Infinity War 
makes you laugh, think, perhaps cry 
a little, and above all, yearn for the 
next movie in the Marvel franchise.

     How would it feel to be 
stuck between two worlds, hav-
ing to act like something you’re 
not because of your background? 
That’s exactly how Starr Carter feels 
in the novel, The Hate U Give by 
Angie Thomas. 
Starr witnesses a fatal shooting of 
her childhood best friend Khalil, 
wrongfully at the hands of a police 
officer. Soon this event becomes 
a national headline, and Khalil 
is painted as a thug. The public 
begins to believe that the shoot-
ing was justified. When the police 
lose focus on the shooting and 

protests erupt, Starr’s neighbor-
hood is turned upside down. Only 
Starr knows what really happened, 
and Starr’s secret could change her 
community and her life forever. 
Throughout the course of this 
book, the theme of finding one’s 
voice and not being afraid to stand 
up for what one believes is right is 
explored in great detail. The mes-
sage illustrated by Angie Thomas 
is powerful and addresses a huge 
audience. The theme of the book 
also speaks largely to the shoot-
ings of Trayvon Martin on Febru-
ary 26, 2012, and Stephon Clark 
on March 30, 2018. These events 
sparked a nationwide discussion 
about racism and police brutality 
in the United States, and serve as a 
reminder of the ongoing struggle 

Infinity War: 
Movie of Our 
Generation

The Hate U Give 
Selena Holstein | Reviewer
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Arts & Entertainment | D1

of people of color.
The Hate U Give is stunning and 
engrossing. It provides a whole 
new perspective on the life of a 
black teenage girl. You will feel the 
emotions and struggle Starr has 
to go through with balancing her 
worlds. The Hate U Give will be ar-
riving in theaters on Oct. 19.  

Kristin Johnson | Reviewer



Simon vs the 
Homo Sapiens 
Agenda
Allison Davis | Reviewer

Arts & Entertainment | D2

     Simon Versus The Homo Sa-
piens Agenda by Becky Albertalli 
is an extremely influential young 
adult novel, centering around a 
gay teen named Simon Spier. The 
novel details experiences LGBT+ 
teens go through. It is a book that 
is relatable to a large amount of 
teenagers today and I believe its 
popularity can be accredited to its 
realistic nature.
     The plot circulates around 
Simon’s fear of coming out. He 
begins to exchange emails as 
“Jacques” with a fellow gay teen at 
his school who goes by the pseud-
onym “Blue”. Another student 
discovers this and threatens to out 
him, but with an ultimatum. If he 
helped said friend court his friend 

Abby, he would keep his secret. 
This struggle discusses the fear 
that many LGBT+ teens face and 
the lengths they will go to not be 
outed. 
     Not too many students at 
Strongsville have read the book or 
seen the movie. When one student 
was prompted to talk about how 
the book relates to youth culture 
today, the student had this to say: 
“[Simon Versus The Homo Sapiens 
Agenda] demonstrates the idea 
that people in the LGBTQ commu-
nity are just like everyone else and 
that they deserve love.” 
     Both this novel and the more 
recent movie adaptation have been 
received well, with the movie scor-
ing a 92% on Rotten Tomatoes. 
The book in particular has sev-
eral themes relevant to today’s 
youth, such as acceptance, fear, 
and finding one’s true identity. I 
would recommend this book to 
anyone interested in youth culture, 
as it explores messages that every-
one can relate to.

Q: What character do you be-
lieve most people will be able to 
relate to?

A: I think that a lot of people 
will be able to relate to Simon 
because of how he struggles to 
know who he really is, but I also 
think people could relate strongly 
to Leah as she can sometimes feel 
shut out by her best friend as he 
struggles on his journey. We often 
don’t know half of what people 
could be going through, causing 
us to feel isolated or pushed away 
and I think Leah personifies this in 
an extremely relatable way.

Q: What theme explored 
throughout the novel resonated 
with you the most?

A: I think the theme of search-
ing for one’s identity is a theme 
that really resonated with me. It 
can be hard at this age to believe 
that you have to know exactly who 
you are while also wanting to avoid 
others’ judgements. The pressure 
that comes with this was explored 
really well in the book and it really 
resonated with me. 

Picture of the Book Simon vs. The Homo 
Sapiens Agenda photo credits to Google

Comics by Sarah Kummerlen

Answers provided by Olivia Clotworthy 
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